Nove 27, 1974

Dear Marges

I keep wondering how you are.-I-think of you quite congtantly, -
actually. I have alwayg thought of you ag gomething extra special and it~-hag
been a matter of pride with me-that we zeemed to get along, even in thig -
‘long range wayy and that ~I geemed of gome importance to you. If this gounde
maddling I'm ~orry, but it's just a matter of gpeaking -the truthy particularly
now that you are having self doubtgs Of course your qelf doubt~ may be
doubtier than-mine, but I doubt it. At timeqg I am really quite bewildered and
depre-~~ed. I squed %o blame this on the weather or gomething- unhappy that had
happenedy but ag I have grown older I find the depregqion somehow uncorrelated
with actual happeninggy and I have had to conclude that these feetings are of
a kind-of chemical rhythmie naturee While thig ig a doleful conclugiony it hag
at leagt allowed me to bank~on the-fact-that eresty always follow, however
laggardly, nodeg or trouphgs s¢ thig 1q something to look foryard to. Oh of
couree I worry about glumpgs even ballplayere like Mickey Mantdl wonder if they ~
will ever pull out of a slump or whether they are in the abyggq {orever, but thig
ig-literally never true 1f for no other reagon than that life i« rather
obgtinate-about moving in a gstratght lines Of courqe 1t 1¢ depre~~ing to know
that -creqtyg are followed by nodeg but thig haes been making philogphere dizzy
ever gince-the beginning and gince there ig little that man-can do about it,
there geemg little gen-~e in weeping about 1ite Fitzgerald gaid ghow me a Heroj
and I'll write you a tragedy. But of cqurge there ig nothing prfound about thige
Life endg alwaygy gometimeg quickly, -~ometimeg slowly, an d-thigs ig natural.
One-of the congolation~ of my own depregqeiong 1g my awarenegs that the more
~engtive and imaginative you-are the likelier it ig that you are due for
inevitable black moodge I wag reading that terribly filthy book the other day
-FEAR OF FLYINGy by ~a lady named Jongy and in it '~along with all her digpu~ting
language ~he dropg long ligtg of civilization'g geniugeg who have gone into
one kind of melancholy or another, It geemg to me that thig i~ the fate of all
who are guilty of thinking.-I remember laughing one time at a Lucille Laverne
lines "The trouble w'th you gon i~ you think too muche. It ain't sood for you."
But~the truth i, that thinking really ign't good for you == in one way-at
1ea7t. I put that proviqo on the end becau~e one haes to conclude that tho.e who
don't think and who do not suffer <from depregsion do not realize this and do
not appreciate it and ~therefor~ do not enjoy any real advantage over the
thinker. In other wordg it seemg to me that we are going to get it one way or
another. Knowing thig,-and knowing how unhappy people have been becauge they have
tried go hard to undergtand life, it geecmg to me we ought to gimnly coa~t a bit
and not worry-and-ju«t gort of vegetate at timege I remember the rich man-that
Hem digliked g0y geemed to have the-angwer. Hig name, you will remember wag Gere
ald Murphy and for a good many yearq before he gave up and went back to run -~
Mark Cro~g for hig familyy he dgletanted around France with Hem and the otherge

He had& a ~aying which wag later made the title of a book about him: "Living
well 14 the Beqat Revenges gomehow the Puritan ethic hag congpired to make :
moanerg of ug ally I-think. Murphy had the right idea, but of courge he had to gi:
it up in the end. Hig two little boygq-died and I suppose that drove him home.-0Oh
I don't know why I maunder along thigq way but it ig my digorpanized way of say-
ing I under-~tand how you feel and ~omething of what you are soing through, I
really-wlghy I really wigh, but wordg- are ~uch %reacheroug thinggs that's why
writerg and people with gupgrior mindg like yourg ghy away from them at timege
Well, in any cage, + wanted\to know that I am thinking about you-and that I do
care very micheeesee.. We fingily got our gnow g0 now the innkeeperg can be happy.

We're heating our entire 1.
wonfer fage lovepgn%ia lat floor with a qtove this winter and it's simply



