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i/ﬁear Marges
I hope you are uged to my belated answering nongoneee.-It~ies a sad o
‘unfortunate characterigtie of mine thal hag digappointed motheray sietergy girlg
and friendg for a lifetimes I don't know why I have-been curged with thig
character defects I quprose It betokcng something elgse that I am po-eibly not
avare—ofg-d-tell nmy-elf that I put off letters untik I am resdy and able to ”
write a good and worthy-one but% I gu ppose thie~le rationalizing rubbigh
like a lot of other excuasees I moke for my-elf. 1 go envy Ruth, who plumpg
hergelf down at her degk while I anm doing the necessary reading of the paper,
and by the time I am through there ig a tall neat gltack of envelopeg waiting
to be-warmed on top of the tclevision sets I think you have Ruth*~ ability to
expregg yvourgelf readily and easily and effectively 0 that it ¢oundg like
you with no frill addeds Thoee of ug with guper- he2ted imaginationg have
trouble bringing the writer and the expected writer-into nroper regietery, and
ugually wind up doing legs well than the pragmatiste who imply «cet i% :
down and get it done with and don'% woarry about being artye =0 you can gee gome
more rationalization at work now can't youe o .
It was truly good %o have your lettere Both to gimply get it (A)
and to religh its quallity (b)s Not that I had any doubie after talking to you
over the telephone, but I had been a bit worried about what had taken place and
where you where etcetera etcetera eteeiera, And g0 it wae nice to have the
reass~uring ¥lorida dateline and the familiar handwriting and the ineci.ive
thinkings Ag for Georgiana writing me, I supno~e that might qecm botherqomey
but from her point of view I'm ~u re it waes the -loving- thing to do. I wrote
her back telling of my great talk with you ani ghe res~ponded with a perfectly
wonderful letter or long notes I've never met your daughter of course but I
imagine ~he must be qulite a gal we an d I can't forrset that <he wne the one .
‘who encouraged you to pay atiention to me in the fir«t places “
«. Now I hope there ie¢ a cer‘aln--tability in l1ife and that thinge
are all right, although if thing. are abgolutel y al L right.you will be one
unigue human being. I really hate the buginese of getting older even-though
I don't feel enotlionally olde I keep telling my-elf heow beautiful it ig %o
. matuare and all that mallarkey but gomehow I don't believe its otilly, I murt be -~
wronge-Being older i, a dignified- part of life even though the flegh ig not ag
firm ag before and there iq no reagon-why- other valueq can't take the place
of all the -tore we have put into museleq and grace and all that there kind of
stuffs. Ah me, All my life I expected to become a wise content old man pas~ing out
wisdom to appreciative people and feeling all cuddly with the world, and it hagn't
turned out that waye Aqs I may have told you before all that I have become ig
an old boy without that great sagacity and with come of the memories gone
glimmerhg rather than merging into a kind- of homogenized wizdom. However, I
don't gtate this ae 2 kind of char-ce asainet-the worlde It-ig merely something
peculiar about mees I «ee 0ld those gilver alr-tream trallers on the road, each of
them fiiled with a tidy man snd woman of about 65 and both of them apparently
happy ag hell with them~elves, ¢ach other and the worlde a0 it mugt be there. I
do believey, ag the old dady aldy ~omepeople think too much and it ain't good
for youe ‘ ¢



—

“Ruth and I are both well but over ug lurkg that demon fear of getting
catastrophieally unwell at some point in thies infl=ted £$120 a day hogpital
worldy and o0 we have-ju~t gquadrupled our Blue Crogg-q0 as to be sure not to
have enongh m ney to qpend for ordinary-thingg. Makeq -~enge doesn't 1t%

We keep golng in the book bu-~inegge I have juat completed my 7th
catalogune aince atarting about-three yeargq agos and Ruth 1s working on her ~
fifthe We-have a lot-of cu-tomerg now and have developed wayg of selling bookgs
all that ig lacking 1s a regnlar way of-acquiring bookse but we do get them :
in dribg and drabg even if-the-1ibr=ries we agplre to seen-contimmally to
elude use By being in thig bu.ine-q we are able to butresg our gocial gecurity
position pending the pguildbtine fall of age 65 ~»e although I could begin
to get gqome money at age 62 -if I 4o de~ire 1it, I muat ~ay the detail @
required to be dealt with in -elling books~-by mail-to about 1,000 people are -~
not the beqt thing for the mindy or at lea~t that's the way it sceme %0 me. Let'y
g€ey that book somebody wonigy do I hove i%y or did I Just ece it in -omebody
el-e'q crfalogue or dld I have it once, etcs etce I don't know whether the
brain failg or whether I sm .imply not acau.tomed to thi. kind of detril),

Yeaqterday Ruth an d I bought a chain «aw for $149, It e of awedigh - ;
mamifacture which I regret ince I am again~t the swedeg for geveral reagongs But
it «eemed the beat buyes I am hoping to - win out over the pover company thig
winter-by burning mo.tly wood in our gtove arnd u«ing our two elecdtriec
sy-temg ~only ag paupplenentass We have been pr:oularly charped about $25
extra as-a fuel qur charge over our regular elecirie bill g and thigq reaslly
infuriates me. We were zwecttalked into nutting the eleetrie in and then when
the crunch come we-were sandbagreds I found out lao-% wintery howevery that I -~
could heat the houece pretty well with one big 0l1d tove that we found Upataireae
I bought three corde of wood for %90 amd thi. la-ted alnogt the whole
wintery but not quites Of cour=e I am spendins more than thaty for the saw but
there will Ye a qhortime eatietoetion in it and -a ~aving in the long runy and
some necded exerci-e toos All the wood I ean poeesibl ¥y use has been made
available to me in a standing or fallen condition by a-Furonean friend with
hundredq of acreq 1n the next town, I ro into all this g0 you will poe-ibly
get the flavor of our life in"eoping® whieh uged to e called-"living,."

I mi~e Harold Loeb very-muchy He was a grumpy ~ometimes 1ng lting man,
but he was an original andy I quproe.e moet impodriant of ally he ~eemed to like
me =nd want me aroundg and he encouraged my writing, which now I am afraid hag
become defuncts I don't ~eem to write abeut our old friendy Hem, any mores but I
gtlll collect him, although not quite ag pascion tely. Hem lg ip a decline nowy
it geems,~crit1caliy that 14 andy to a lexqer extent, colleetingly too, but he i
«till topg with mes I knawwaigwifmitatieﬁg'Eﬁt‘tﬁen”" ean®t o%* nd Faulkner or
Mmoe¥% ©f the otherge Hem was a tortured guyyg-1I gueaegy but he gwerved the world a
bit in paceing which-ig about all you can ack-of one mane What really turne me
off are the gu-~hings of ~ome of the academicg who~prate about hieg "death" at
30 and hig gelfemimicry and-hig fallow after yearsg = ae if we qhiould not-he
grateful for what he gave us and for the muecular influence thst he liag had
on writing and the reduction of garbage anl rhetroie in ordinary language, :
s Hemin-way complained about hie-mind "working" right after. WW 1, and
I think he may have been partially- uneasy for a great deal of the-time-after
thate Welly if that'eq what it takes to produce what he did perhapes we ghould
pre~cribe "workinge" in the mind aq a erestive tool. ;

Welly anyway, I would sincerely like to «ee you again and vonder how
it could be dones It will be done I'm ~ure. Meantime keep well e= and coole
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