May 2, 1974

Dear Georgle: ;
That wag dreadful and totally unexpecte
ed news you gent-me about Marges Maybe not-totally
unexpected as to-gadnesg because Marge had geened
depres-~ed and digpairing to me, but-I hadn®t really~
felt <he-would go that far. 0f cour-e the twiceneas
of 1t waq and 1. bothersome, and thig feellng wae
not allayved by my talk wi%h Marge-the afternoon of
the day your letter arrived. It wag a good talk in
ite way without the pauceg I had dreaded nor any
moaning or irrationality or anything el.e really
unuenal., Marge wagq bright and gharp and yet ahe
ceened quite positive that ohe wvaen't really better
and that «~he would have been better off il not
thwarted in her effortes che qaid thig without
any hi-trionicg; it wae matter=of=facts Mone of which
iq new to~you, ¥ am sure, but there wae One odd note
that may surprige youy and I don't wich you to ree
peat this ae it would put me in a ted lighte Marge
saidy talking without prompting wvhatgoever from me,
that of ecour-e-Femingway had been more successful
than -he- lecnn-e he had "better-equipment.®™ I-snldy
Marge, I suppo-e you know that 14 funny, and- <he
~cemed to ngree that it woee I %ell you-thig now not®
out of anecdotal impulee-btut tecav-e it-scemed %o
under«core the-geriousness vith whiclt she had
approached tho-~e ill-advi.ed attem-pig of hergs she
seened to think the whole buginess had had an
allergie origin ani ghe laughed off any regretful
doubt~ of mine that I had drawn her out %oo much on
Hems Thig ~eemed unimportant to her. he geemed gen-
uinely glad to talk to me and I felt good abo?t 0u§
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talk == and very, very thankful that you had gotten
in touch with-me., Would like to know~ what goegq oOn
if-at all pogesibte, and whether Marge uffered
reqsidual effects of her actionse Of cour-e I will
write, May I «ay in closing that you have-bheen very
loving and creatively thouzhtful in what ~eemes ~Ome=
timeqs like an uneoncerned worlde I am not unmindful
of-what all thi~ means to you in the midet of a
busy life eorning a living and bringing up a
familye Quite moving in facts All the he~t to
you all, '

And naincerely,

Don at. John



