Nov. L4, 1973

Dear Marge: - -
- T How eagy it ig to write thatsy It hardl
s@eng possible I have written it ,0 ~eldom, Bu
what may be the banal excusesheard gll too often
I am gure by a mother over tﬁa yeargy iq litere-
ally true in my case. There ien't a week that
goeg by that doeqn't make me think of you in
some way, either for your<elf or for-Hemingway
or for Michirzan or for far-away-placeg or simnly
for the paltry few unforgetables that I have
4nown in my life. Now you know I 4idn't work
all that up juet to get off the hook or to make
you feel rood, It is qimnly true. And the
imaginings that-you have hady~that I wae somehow
scared off by something youn ~2id about not
feeling any pre~s-ure to write; do gimply not
apply in my casey-albeit how much I wonld like
to grab the-excu~e made available. It ig true-
that out of gight iz not out of mind but it ia
2lg0~ true that the squeaky wheel gete the
grease and all that kind of jazzs You so along,
seemingly, writing-as few letters as you cany or

confronting life as infrequently ae noaaible and a

kind of reveree priority begins %o agaert iteelf
and you find yourself neglecting the ones that
can be coun‘ed on not to be fickle., Mow i~n't ~
that a mo«t marveloug-piece of illorical non-~enee,
and yet it 14 of the «tuff that lurke ineffably
*n the~background gitently harding out the
Jignale that make ug do thinze and leaving ine-
vigible the imporianceg belows

(over)



o~ -~ e

Do you know that just three daye ago I wae in
WestonyConn, reluctantly helping Harold Loeb
handle an interview with a yeaaty young intellect
from Yale. He wag mostly interested in Harold's
connection with the avante gard magazine oI the
very early twentiegy BROOMs I helped Harold with-
come pf the dates and facts in the absence of hig
alter brain, Barbara, hies wife, and later I
with the young man*a%out my own inlere~tsg in
Hemingwaye What wag my favoriie work? Probably-
THE eUN ALs0O RIeBg and FAREWELL ®0 ARMge I wag
about to mention the short stories when he said
hig own favorite was IN OUR TIME and that one of
hie favorite ~tories wag "The End of gome thinge"
Naturally I wanted to know why and to get hig
opinion of the meaning of the -tory. I-vasg i
~urprieed to find that the young man wae Impre-eed
with the flavor and inevitability of the atory and
thaet he had di-covered the matching endg in the -~
taley the endg of romance and of the lumber induge
try and that he wae impreaeced with-Heminsway's
gkill in overlaying the-e two themege I have %o
admit that he asetmed a-phye-ical relationghip be=
tween the twecy but 1t wae all wvery etherial to
him, and he had formed a picture of-the girl that
he 1tked. I didn't elaborate for his-benefit btut
I wae terribly zlad to have his viewsg gince thig
ngrifling” otory igs ugually nezlected in-deference
to Macomber znd Kitimanjaro eice whereag fag you
know, it was and-gtill s my idea of a~nesrly -~
perfect ~torys I-eay this knowing all thig talk hag
probably depresged you a little and that you
insi«®t on the revenze motif, and I mugt say the
only reason I brought %t all up was to illustrate
my point that you are geldom very far asvaye

- I am late now in-this letter in getting -
around to your illnegse I had no idea, of courae,
and I am eoncerned now %that you had to endure -~
all that misery-for such a long time., Pain that 1ig
long la=ting ie helligh and leaveg itg mark and 1
can‘t;help wondering 1f you are~ag pretty asg~-you
were that time a thousand yeareg szo that I «aw
you in the-hotel where the door, ag I remember,
was left <lizhily ajer in a MOq% virtunug manners
At len-t you've found out whot the trouble-wag and
ecan now begin to regroup your forceg and spiritae



