July 21, 1973

Dear Marge: 3 .
~ I~hope you never judge our relationghip by the occaelonal infrequency
of the eplstolary exchange (ugh)e It ie not the way I judge ite I lkind of
treaaure you out there in TVeLond and hold you in reserve. And I am always
«0 damn glad to hesr from yous o
Your lateet letter with the accompanying correspondence  from
Joy and yvour daughter woe most gratefully received. Of couree I anm
intimidated- by Joy's linguietie abilitiese The only way I can rationalize
it ig that <he's younger and perhaps ie~ forced to work et it more consgtant-
ty than I waee My hondicap wag an Englichespesking wife, ae opposed to the
sleening dictionsry type of comnanion-hip which I am told ppdduceg re-~ulte
far~bestter than even-Berlitz eould hope to achieves Of course the flaw in
thie ie that Joy does not, presunarly, have the advadvantages of thie kind
of dictionary, aithough- her 'meband may be thet grest excestion to the
ranke of Americang-overascag e eomeone who really triees to learn the loeal
tenguages I am abeolutely faxcinated by Joy's backgroundes It is of the
ctuff that unbelievable novels-are made, Perhape ve will heer from her in
the yeare to comes I am ~ure ~he ie a great comfort, a gal like thaty to
remind you of your heloved friende - il
Ae to getiing over there and paying a visit, thqt geemg out of the
pieture nowy but if they are to be there three more-yeare who ean tell what
will haprens I am ~o zlad they love that mthern gector so de~plaed by =0
many pereonss ineluling most northern Itelisng. I don't know if I ever
told you tha% I wae of Italian origing that 1e partly wvhy I have been
«0 humiliated by my inability to learn the tranguage. My father was born in
wWorrentoy a suburby you-might soy, of Naples 5 a-thou~and yeorg agoy in the
ta=% cen%ury he ecame ag a young college professor %o the land of %the ;olden
atrects anl married my mother, whoee name wae May Donaldeon. ahe wag about
third zeneration gscoiche My father taught at Adeilphi College and CCIY, gpoke
19 languages and won the World Prize in Latine Ag far as I know, he spcke =
Enzlieh without an accents T was six when he died of the flu in 1918.~ Te was
a true geniue and my only regret is that I did not inherit his bralne. I
mean thiss For years, under the sccepted programing I felt moet secure in—ay
acottigh backgroundgnimhmhivhmmmman ~I attributed ail my bad characteri-tics
to the Italian ~ide. Now ~I am not =0 sure. In retropstet my scoittigh rele-
ativee were a pack of oafg compared to my father but society of % ose daye
ordained it otherwise. I have eubsequently traveled to both plecesy ~eotl-nd
and Italy, as you knowe I felt pullings in neither place, juet ~sirangencass
But if I had to chooee betwecen the two I would pick Italy becauese the ploom
of @cotland and of many ~eotg is too hard to take in the adve nced stapes of
1ifee Once I witneesed a soccer match betweenncotland and Italy anG vas
totally unmoveds Italy fonzht for a tie and wag deservedly whipped. My name
ia @ lezal translastion of san Giovanni, go now I have-told you the story
of my life, I already know yoursy being a more snoopy sort than you aree~-
e, Nothing elee much to reporte We continne in the book bueineea,
giving i§ all our time, We were gpared by the floodse There is & new Iemingway
bibliogradhical supplement coming out from Princeton in October snd I am
helping the bibtiographer a~-little.Believe it or not +the Illem bibliographer
ie 2 womane Thie procee~e haos tended to zet me hack into l'em ageine I had
Arifted eomee I would like to do ~ome~more lem writing., Don't hove the kind
of gnte needed to do what you imnly, ~ome writing of my own. Wonder when we
will meet azain. You are alwaye welcome hereyMarze, by both of uase. Thanke

a-ain for riting and much love,



