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~ Never fesr old Don is heres It was &0 good to get your laed
1beit I was unhappy to now-that you had been disaccomodated. I am glac
owever, that you did not heeitate to take impuleive, quick action rathe
han doing nothing and brooding-about your fate, 2« ~bout nine-tenthes of 1
orld doess I was a little upeet to have you %eat mé out with the rext
owevery, eince I had been gradually ritualizing-my-elf into a state of re:
0 write.yous I“don't write anybody anymore onteide of the world of booke
his-ie of couree bad, bad, bad. But you are ~uch a great-letter writer t;
heeitate to rip off a 1{tt1e nothing to you.~I feel ae ~Dorothy Connatl
uat have felt, I remember her telling me thet she "WVER answered Hemingwe
aest letter becau-e «he couldn't ecrew up-the cournpe to write him an
qually good letters Well thig-of eouree iec ~ome kind of non~enee and per}
m Just padding here, Who~linowse But in-any event I do have a litile nowe
ou afier thie long hiatua, =ome goody some bad,

Firet the bad « Perhape you have heard « but I w11 tell ye
nywaye Bill cmith -died enrly this year, I believe it woe while he wae Wi
n Florida with hts wife, Marion., che wrote Harold Loeb +that Bill vent
he hogpital with-something not eritical and th:t re then got pneumonia ¢
ied in a few dayas It wae very upsetting to Haroldy since Harold felt tha
epproachment with Bill had not be altogether co kpletee But I don't thir
111 was ~ore-at Harclds I just think Bill became a bi t withdrawn in hie
eet few yearss Marge, Bill was about four ye.rs older-than Jemy no that w
ake him about- 75 or 76 when he died I recicon, He wae quite frail lo kir

saw him in Washington the ~ame yer I met youy but he won ne-over bLy =
0 be a kind of Gary Cooper Femingway hero-type, in other words high prirn
atled and elo-~e lipped but still able to amile. I didn't cet the impre~ai
as a happy man-then, although I don't think he knew it. ile had a~very for
ife of the persuasion vho loved him dearly “ut ehe wore the pantse It mek
augh almo~t to realize both Bill anl Hem wound up nt the end attached to
tringse I wrote an Interview about our meeting which I am happy to say t
Marion and Bill) both likedeseeseAnsther deathywhich mey -~hock you if you
aven*t heard, slthough it will not ~urpriee you. Duich Paleolitgtc died a
onthe ago of a heart attack at-hi~ home in Menonaqua Beach,Ne-was a“ year
han lTlem according to informants-although I red him reckoned ae the ~ame-a
led richy at leaetj hie rich sieter having predeceased hime I ha'e to e
Brge, bu% Duteh was an %0B to be with more than five minmutesy, a very seclf
pinioned man, although he polised up hi~ nemorise of Hem~ to ascord with
nage in leter ycaree He pave his in-cribed copies of lem's lLooke to the R
dunty Hlietorlesl goclety, and one to aMr.Carter of the Petoskey Radio
sed to plug him nicely on all lem matterse 2
The good news i« that Ruth and I are going to Paris on June 2
ake part in a celebrotion marking the launching of a Hem booky ealled The
2ty by my friend Dr, B urt carasOMPIONIEju=t a phony publicity meeting
teu=e for funytravel and-talkeSa A¥TAY AW hie new vife will be there, and
A1 evend our three weeks wigNIWGR2 M AYN3Y andy totallyywith Harold L,
= wifegBarbara {age 53)e~Will ~end you a drity French pos teard, lope to |
I London to buy ~ome books for our book MeinerseeesOh vesy have you seen
1teést Po~tumoun book, the Nick Adame ~tory, which inel udee TIE END OF af
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¥ youy alnce one of thoee glrle has got to be Marjorie you know
1mte Ju~t for the record and sorry to be bdring about it, but thie
amains one of my favorite ~toriesy and the funny thing -« funny?
shenomenonal is a better word - tﬁe real Marge turned ouit %o be

pvery bit or even better than the fantaeye. How do you like ‘hat,
gentlemen?

At the nmomenty our little "Ready" pilee gather asnd-I am
sxperiencing thet e&knking feeling of impri somment to eternly
Laid down plone of readyhoods At leaet we juet received thie
orning our new paestports and were traneported to diecover that
re would not be proscribed from going to China or even Albenia,
although Morth- Vietnam and Korea snd Cuba are «till out without

epeeial permiscion, .
Hope you are okay. Both of ug ares I will be 60 on septe
t 5y Ruth is a bit younger., Tell me if there ie any cure ~for
re{xtyhood. But do you know Marge this l#~a lot of nonstrnee
about 60 with all ites intimations oi-oldness ond uSeupneas and
no-morewa landesome fellownegs 2nd esoon %e die necage The fact
is that I am «%111l very younge The~ jokey, at last will de
on the worlde When the ti me comes they will group around and
bury an old man when if the truth were know “they will be
burying a lad of Ik,

I will be Jlooking forward to your next newn,

All the very beeot,

Tone
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