HENRY W. CLEMENT
FIELD AVENUE
RUTLAND, VERMONT

-

Chri~tmae Day, 1971

Dear, dear Marce:

— ~ —

You muet certainly forgive me for the abeentoeiem ¢
the pereon you are, you will-certainly do =0, I know, The usual e
whichy being the kind of pereon you are, you do not need to ~hear I
suffice 1% to say that I~think of you very, very often, as I do
thle rather epecial day. I say epecial becanse the religicuso«ity
~een to mean much to me, nor the guin or loees) of preeents nor tl
of family, The family i too distanty the~pre~ente nre symboliwv:
exchanges between Ruth and mes. The~#pecialneds of Chrietmae 1g jue*
my-=tical for me to explaine I pguees I have simply been programed 1
of it #@s apeclial and to feel good about ite Atrthough there i« a
depre-sing &lement Xurking about too which i§ 2leb hard to expl
newepa er peychologiet announced that Christmae~ wae very depre:
lonely people, I ~uppose it underlinees~thinge Or eomething, I don't
pa=ty, other people's seceming millione of~cloee friends, etc. Vel
ebb and flow through elem ente of ~adn@es and gladneses When peop
in and chat I feel“very fine, Other times the~bleakheas ~eta ine Bt
comeé t0 the conclusion, finally, about ~the sadnera of getting ol
thie is the price you pay for being~ sen~cient, If you don't~know y
alive you are not ae lonely which ie grand but the catch ie that
know you &ire not lonelye If you are a thoughtful pereon you e¢a
superior &8 hell to that other lout nmsimpmmm but the price you pa
unhanpinesss I don't think our mutual friend wae much different f
lot of other discerning people when he became enveloped in gloo
the end; le had a peculiar, wvulgar phrase for %tt. He called~it bla
I suppo~& he meant~by that that chemi~try wae more or-lees to bla
the waves af denression that overwhelemed Nim. Othere have calle
a prelude to his X0ee of ~anity, and perhape it wasy but I think
other people have suffered in like mannery and thoee who do not
lucky pollyannae who emile their way to the grave without really un
what life %« all =bouts I don't really believe that laste I think ¢
happle«at etate i~ to be unknowing amd relatively happ{; For wh
can a man do., No man can umder~tand the puzzlement of life and |
there wvwould be nothing he could do~about 1t What ean a nvodle do
being in the eoup., Perhaps it ie beet not to realize one is a noodl
the eoup. Perhape that ie what they mean by nirvana. What I am get
that I believe the thing that moet diaetrube~ people like Pspa 4o |
depart the ballgame before the ~core ie known. Thiz ie very w
to a thoughtful man, I remember reading once that one eshould~not ti
bad for ones Thies ceemed «illy at the time, but now I am not =0 cerf
belay all thie once noOrescssses
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The books contimue to pore~ees ue and now, 1f poeeible,~even m
Ruth and I went to Brandon, Vt. and bid on eome nice books, aboul
owned by a epineter lady by the nome of shirley Farr and by God wve
upy getting over our head and winning the boodle. Paid about @fly
%760 more than we plamned~to. Great bunch of books thoughy no filct!
excaept of the claeeclicy lat ed. kindy many~Vermont books, which are
~ought aftery, and quite a few great plece« of Americanaj French bo
tellingcontemporaneou«ly about the Revélutiony etces Aleo a comple’
the National Geographic bound in moroccos The auctioneer loaned m
big trueck and Ruth and I hired four boys to help load it with our
What a jobe Then I drove the truck homey while the auctionecer dro'
car to HIs home, We got home ok ané hired some more boye to he
urlosde Them the next day~we had to drive the truck down to Hill~bo
retrieve our care It wae all very-excitisms . Ruth loved ite And it ¢
to go over the booty ~looking for sleeperas. Probably we will be lue
break even but at least we are having fun. Of cour<e at homey, I im
had to go out on a Sunday and borrow some boarde~from a rrienﬁly
contractor =0 that I could put up temporsry casee into~which we w
pile our bhooke, AYl a big, big Joby ard the trouble ie that it 1
time and thought coansuming tﬁat 4 fin& myeelf dofng little eleey r
writing or letter writing, etce @n to p of thig I am under obligsa
to produce another Hem article ~“by Feb,~ and I haven't even pick ¢
subject y#Ets I go into al 1 thies at thix length juet to give you a
what i1t 1a that mskee up my life at this time.

I continue~-to «ee Harold Loebs At age 80 he i~ off to Ariazc
the winter.~He i~ a great guy anl -~eemes fond of me., Our Hem relaic
hae of course gotten~off to a simple case of friendehipe Ae I™mi
told youy he likes me since I am the only one left that he knows ¥
talk about the old - dayd == even though I waen*t there, He tr!
~el me~a bunch of hie booke 0 make way for otheres but hie wifi
the kBbosh on thate '

= It ie 4330 pme nowe In half anm hotir we go to Br. Potter's

Chrietmas dinter and exchange~of presgents #nd we will have a go
with thelr kide~and a few drinke. Dr. Potter is a gp from Belmont,
has justy 1s Juet now com pletingy a new home in fugar Hill, amd we
grown qu{te close. They are much younger , though, ~arotnd 47-iesh. |
nice to have the loan of part of their family Chri-tmass I hope &
letter doesn't ~ound too e2de I &am really fine and I hope you ar
I do hope the new year will give ues a~chonce to meet agaln. Ruth j
in wiehing you love and all the rest,
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