Octse 15, 1970

Dear Marge:

Pid you thirk me dead? Yoy I'm off on another tack, and I
guppose that has something to do w:[th ny failure o write those great
peonle who eount themgelves my friendse 1 use this paper, then, %o
give you an idea of the direction of the tack.

It's not o wval kein slore Liype cfi‘ things althouzh next
summer thet =ight be indicateds Whet 1I1've done is bezin %o collect
books ar-und the 1loeal ascuntryside and sell them by nall through
the trada magapines, etes Al {irst I tackled the business on =
general tesia, *.h’.rzf:ing I would robslbly specielize in such modern
first editions ss Hem and Paulkner, Fitzgerald, etce, but this isn't
that in? of country and so I have found ayself bhelng led In%o
Avericanps T naver dvenmt I'd beliteresiedy but strensely enough I
ame, Yascinating,

Yow I found nothing nobler than locating » dnll Lnwum or
gountyy higtorys Wmld you bellcve iiy books llke thig be:in &t
830 ond work theomgelves quickly up to $100 if thelr age and girth
48 substantial enougine Cddly enough, the books ere pricticnlly
anrsedable but that doesn't geem 1o mattere I eonclude thet tlese
are the srass rootg hasis for a&ll history, for one thing, and that
they ore 2 kind of piessant certalnty of the geemlngly b encant past
and that »eopie strive iz that dlreciion as a way of gethlng away
from thege naughty tlnese

I alresdy have $1200 tied up in books of one kind or
ancther, including so me fictlomel juak timd I vill protehly sradually
dispose of for wery 1i1ttle, Dventially I would hope %o have a
gollection wholly historieal or lorgely historiecaly the rasi heing
Pactnal bocks of a zany nubure, such as suteam generstion, Aserica's
leading Masong, or eulogies on rtinmmemtived a lev Hepnehire songressman
upoa the oeension of his denth in Nor th Overshoe in 1886, stuff like
that there, Don'% Imow vhere 1t will get mey but I find myselfl interested
Of course [ like the finding and buying s&nd wonder whetler T will
ever succeed at the selling, Incidentally I bought 50 bound larpers
for $100 and find included a reference to Hark Twaintsg Tiret published
gtory in which the publishers get his nawe wronge Printed 1% Mark
Swaine Very funry, When Hem weg first pullished his neme came ouk
Hemengwayy. ag you msy KnoWesesssThonks for the eard, s=ic, and will
keep in touch, We noh going anyvhere fer this winter 1 guess.

Love, Marge,

.\



