Jure 18, 1970
Dear Marge: y 4

Belatedly I thank you for the great pix of you wowy what
a grandmother; still I must insist you didn't look so bad {:he one and
only time I saw you. Hammmme, I'm wondering ifthat will sound the way

I want 1t tooe What I'm getting at 1s that in your letter you seemed to
emphasize that the pileture was taken a thousand years ago and maybe
looked good and all for a grandmom but don't forget how long ago it was.
Welly I love the picture, I must admite It is terrific, But I also cherish
the still rather sharp recollection I have of you in Daytona Beach,
Well, anyway, thank you for completing or rounding out my Barginalia,
cheek that, what I mean 1s Margeiana, If we can have Hemingwayana I

think we can have that other,

It seems a thousand yeors toc that we returned from Fngland,
and here theiiare today electing & primeminister (in effect) something
they 1id nothing btut talk aboul al 1 the time we were there, I miss
England, but not so much as a place; I miss it as somewhere that I
eould feel offe-duty so to speak, goof off from my writing, not do any
chores, always feel a little bIt elerant, etes stranges But the land,
lovely as 1t wasy I will forsake for my owne I am very happy here in my
half acre amidst all the evergreens that I have planted aid 1n congtant
touch with all the birds choosing %o live with me « bless thelr good
Judgment, Have about eight swallow fanilies, two song sparrowsy t
robin famillesy a red wing blackbird and a 'fwarn awallow brood right
over the porch light in front of the front doore Most importantly, I
have hed a bluebird nesy , tut the brood has flown now and I miss %hem.
The mother was killed shortly afier laying the eggs, ppbbably mtihmmm when
flying low across the highway in back of our housee But the doubty little
male fed the fledglings himself for two weeks an! then launched them
onto the world, He was pretty frazzled looking at the ends What a sense
of respons'billtye A tiny bl t of rizhtness in a naughty voklide

My Hemingway collecting goes one What with my ZEnglish
purbhases and other windfalls I have had %o enlerge the shelves, But
no sensational acquisitions, such as the two French books of 1923 amd
1924, I had a chance to guy %hem for %600 each ten years ago but was -
scandalized at the price, Now they are going for about £1350CeesesI may
have told you I )and Ruth{ spent eight days at Harold Loeb's lovely < ¥
house in Westony Conne a couple of weeks agos He hag Canadian Geese and {
Woodducks on his pong no lesse But Harold las come upon hard times the
poor deare I'm really gquite fond of this irrasieiblie old eooty he has
quite a big of courage, the lemingway code couragey of his owne lls remaine
ing sony Jimmy, aged 53, an ariport operator, was f::llled recently and
shortly after larold developed an embolism in his lower lege. He was in bed
most of the time we were there but forged up mmim to have supper with us
downstairs when he felt strong enoughe It pains him conti nvally and he
may lose the lege Of course he has this coronary cond tion too, lle's 78,
but not the least bit oldish in any respecte I noticed all his leminzwvay
booksy a real arrayy and he sald I was portly responsible for this. Ie
reviewed Baker's blg book for the Southern Review of La. State. Not bade

All for nowy Marge. Thanks again for the lovely picture.



