15 Fgerton Gardens
Loudon S.W. 3
Janu-ry 20, 1970

Dear lerjorie: )
Ruth =nd I hsve been in Louden for two moaths now end feel,

ss is so often the case, ss if we have been here =lways., We even forget to do
the tourist things, which we really want to do, and sometiucs a week will go
by that we are umable to cuclk up any definite "achievenents", Still on the
unchecked list are the Tower of London and the Changirg of the Guard at
Buckinghsm Palace. I need neither of these actually btut it is usu=1ly expedient
to set such umatters out of the way to guard oneself against carpers at home .
Of course we have done so msny other things tist provide deeper eanjoymenis eand
perheps deeper insionts iato london then are availatle to the aversge to rist,
but we simply experience these and do not chalk them up. Thus we were fasen by
a friend on a trip sround Hempstead, visiting 2 Pub just at the 2 o'd ock
closing time (PM) and just managing to sgueeze through the jolly crowd and
get our ales together with sausages and half sandwiches - sll for less than a
pound and sll very delicious, They were roasted beef ssusages, most succulent, That
same afternoon we went to a little xnow place, Kenwoed, which had been given
to the naiion by the Guiness femily. It was out in the country asnd yet would
you believe it, the plece contained =& Franz Hals  and Rembrandt paintings. And
herdly any vrotection. The British de this sort of thing, the left hand
thing, rather well I think, We have alsc “een out to Marlow whete the Complete
Angler is located prettily on the Thames; but other then this we hsve not
stirred much from Lendon., Marlew is only 13 miles from London, we sre tcld, aud
yet the Thames takes 70 miles to get tc London, By the time it reaches the city
it is so polluted that when & policeman fzlls in in line of duty it is standsrd
oper=ting rrocedure to pump his stomach out. A few dsys sgo a Dolphin was sighted
up the Thames and there is little hope that Le will survive this frightening
experiences.... Tonight we go to Hempstead to a very sm-11 club thectre
Porening" festuring one player, the som of Yul Briuner, snd tomorrow eveuning we
see another opening on the VWest Fnd, guided agsin by our English friend,smm Norma
Paulson. Get this - we met her through Harold Loeb who was, =s you know the Robert
Cohn of THF SUN ALSO RISES. So one way or another, Merjorie, old Fem stays in
the picture - although not too agressively these deys I'm afraid., At the monent
as I may have told you I am werking en a long project involving Denald Ogden
stefvert, part of the Bill Gorton character of TUE SUN. I see him again  this
weexend, thig tige with his wife, Flla Winter, who wss foruerly the wife of
L.u:coln Stgf?‘er.-s the cld muckrsker, Miss Winter, I'm af'=id, is no favorite of
mine, She is 2 lifelcng Communist, wihich is ker crivilege, but like meny of these
gertry she seems to vpaint history in a rother distorted fashion, According to
her Joe McCar?;hy 8till rules America and anyone wa ting peace is chased from the
land. Russie is still the only place that she loves, slthough in later years she
has }'Jeen much impregsed with the gre-t solid-rity of the Chinese reople., Well enough
of that....For resding I °m enjoying the biogrsply of Thomss Wolfe by Andrew
}'wnbull whose recept s»..uc}de gl;stressed me rether severely - at age 48. Depression
li::;::se or goxi:eth.mg inside his head. Very sa@. You know re~ding ~bout tuese
Tary geniuses one gets a feeling of how similar they are in their pettinesses
and exasgger-tions =2nd extravagsnces snd excesses snd disloyalties, A Jewish girl
re=lly mede old wolfe but as socn as tiot haprened he tied the con outo her, And h e
was so shy and so arrogent - just like Hemingway - altiough Wolfe actuslly was
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