April 24, 1969

Near Marge:

A Your letter of londay reccived, prior to your receivin

my last directed to I'la, I -had geen your return &d4ress and haqd
thought you had already moved, not laving notice the Monterrey
cancellsiion or having paid too much attention %o your announced
skede A failing of mirey I'm afraid.

My lust reflecis upsetfness at your upsetness but then what
1pes a smooth lake mean without 2 stone in the mifdle once and a while

To be heonest I pay no¥ stock at all in astrologys but I must
aduit beiny iuwpressed tLhat you had guessed I was a Virgo. My God is
there really some thing? Nonsense. 8till, it may mean that children
vorn in Sepiember may be affacted in some way by the affect of
the September environment on mothers and that seems rather strange.
Perhaps shyness is born of orange leaves, something as simple as
thate Iiow avout your remmrk that virgos should marry cancers doea
Bhat have a hidden meaning inasmuch as ol4 lem was born on July 21,
I wonder, 1I4on' think this is what you meant at all because it
sounds too bumptiovus for Bumpe And weuld you ba good enough to give
ms Lhe French derivetion of Buup plesses Beau souething 1 suppose,
contracued to B! wapity end then lessened somemores Here in northern
N.He we are surrounied by French origins who have lost coatact. iy
barber's name is Kalinfant, for example, and he pronouces it
with the accent on the second sylloole instead of the first and it
gsounds very much unlike the original bad child worde.

Avout the Italian bity pleasey pleasey don't Jjump to the
conelusion that I am sorry about thate I seid "I used to worry" about
thaty out not any moree. When I was very youngs i wes orphaned, that
is the provider Aied, my father, and I was let out to stay with

gsome cof my Scottish relatives, that is Scottish three genarations

in this country. Ferhaps that is corrurting. I Aon't knows But I
foun? myself called Wop and dago and was much confused ot a lowness

of station that I had not knowg part of the liegro experience I
suppoge, I encountered anti-itolianness for a2 Jood many yearsj even

in young manhocd, but that is all pasty @and I must say I never grew
permanently bit.er sbout ity hating soclety, etce but then I passed
out of the trap and of course Neygroes never 4o go there is a differene
0141y, I 8%ill 4on't love my own Italianness o much as my own

wife Acess I tend to be glandularly pro-British which is o044 since
they are the ones who made up all those terrible names =bout Ilies

and coined the cowardise repy etce But Br tish reople are quieter,
more like the code herces I admire in Hemingway, whereas .talians are
80 emotionally exposed it is emwmrassing at tiiess I edunire the
italian accomplishments but I 4o not buy their basie philosophy of
life which is to distrust practically everybody but cnes relatives and
%o ispute wasdom to chicanery. Old Hem admired the DBritish too,
ratier too muchy 4 suppose, but it added wonderfully to his writing.
Ferhaps the fact that I was brought up mainly by Canadian ladies
accounts for some of bias; I don't knows Cne of them told me when I
was a little voy thet I had a will of iron and that has comforted me
ever since though loocking .ack now I doubt she meant it.



it

The oa thing is tlat llem was English on all four sides and yet
he came through as totally Americen, He had no sense of ancestral
identity with the bnglish; it was Jjust that their restrained way,

thelr clipped tones, their total contrel, their manliness, made
an indelible impression on hime A young ensign named "Chink" Dorman=
Smith whom he met in Italy before your 1919 time together, had
as much influence on lHem's forunztion of the hero code as any single
pe;:son, I thinke Of course Bill Smith helped confirm ity as he himself
Lold mes '

Now @bout Baker = I'm glad you wondered what he wrote because
I am intereuted in your reaction, naturally. 1 had somehow supposed
you were getting the bock. Let me cut to the main Bumptiousness: (heh,
I used both wordss)

l, Thank goodness he Acesn't connect you with your
rresent identity. You end in his book as liarjorie Bump, as you do
in all others, He is very carefuly, ineidentally, the way he speaks
about -the livingy but he is wondrcusly brave when he kicks the
dead .corpse of Hemingwaye. To sum up Baker: an intellectual ribbon
clerk who does not think that Hemingvay was quite nice, which is true
but rether beside the point wouddn't you say., Baker 2 pplies standtaras
to leminiway that would be relevant for ordinary men,

2. You are listed, as lMarjorie Dump, on the following
pegesy (as shown in the index) 64«66 81 132; 585 (notes)e

3¢ Let me now quote him fully (first reference);

"Except for the adventure of camping in the wilderness(up on

the Fox in the upper peninsula with Al VWealker and Jack Fentecost,
liem's high school classmate.This was the fishing trip thot resulted

in his ehort story, BIG TWO=HEARIED RIVIER. End St. John insert)

they need not hove lelt home. They had been back only a few days
when hundreds of enormous reinbows behan to ap;‘:aar in the cove at Hore
ton Baye "You can see 'em juuping from nDilstein's porchy'y, ssid Ernest.
e meant the porch of Liz nilworth's Pinehurst Wottage, where he had
taken to sitting out afior supper waiching sunsets, esmoﬂing Russian
cigarettes, and waiting for M rjorle Bump to get off from work.
Mopjorie and ber friend Connide Curtis hed come from Petoskey to
wait on tavles at lrse. NDilworth's. She was seventeen, with req
hair and frocklesy Aimpled cheeks, ani a sunny diaposition. Weslaq's
wife, Kathryn thought that Marjorie wes 'much enamored of HLrnest,
and used %o watcher her at the breadboaerd om iz nilworth's

kitcheny, making santwiches to toke along when she and Ernest went out
to the f’oi.nt for long evenings beslde a Ariftwood campfire. Opinione
Aiffer as to the seriocusness of their associstion. But Ernest sube
seqguently used her {irst nume and characterigtically romantiicized

the ir friendghip in & pair of related stories, "The Znd of Something"
and "The Three=nay Dlow."

(conte)



"pgfter lorjorie and Connie had gone asack Lo high school in
Petoskey, Lrnest slayed on through September and the first week of
October, helplng with the seed=potato harvests The potatoes
were stored in vags dn a lerge shed called the Potato iHouses This
and another building called the Bean fouse Ilanked the large
dock at the foot of the o ndy lane that led past Dilworth's down
%0 the Bay. The dock was the scene of an even which brnest later
converted into a short story. One of the IMinehurst Cottage
wailresses, a mretiy and forward girl somewhat older than karjorie
and Conniey had swyed past Labor Nay %o help Liz Nilworth restore
order +o her house after the hecvy trafflc of July and August. She and
Ernest 4took to sirolling out together in the evenings afier her work
was done. One night their stroll ended in a mubtval seduection on the
chilly plonking of the dock in the shadows behind the Potato
House. Brnest had voasted in June of having cauterized the
wound of Agn:s8 von Kurowski's rejection (the Red Cross girl in
ilaly after whom the Farewell to Arms heroine is saild Lo be
patternedgdend St. John insert) with a course of women and booze.

The surviving evidence makes it seem far more likely (that his
encounter with the waitress at Horton Bay wae the {irst of its
kind. It evidently impressed hime Two years laetery he wrote a
fictional aceount of the epidode in a stox\:ﬁ ®lled "Up in Michigan".
It Acalt 80 frankly and graphically with sexual intercour.e that
he had difficulty in getting it published in the United states” (and
it 444 not appear in the U.S. until 1930 in the collected stories
after, presumably both Dilworths had Aied.) "

paragrapg on typing at Yotter's in Petoskeys Thens

"when high school ie¢t out in the afternoony he was often
on hend to meet larjorie Bump and walk hor houe. le wore a cloth cap
with @ visor and a black le:ther Jjacket lined with sheepskin. 3oon he
wags @ familiar figure around Petoskeye. One of his admirerers was
Crace Quinlany & pretiy litile fourteen=ycaur-ol3d with dark eyes and ik
dndian=black hair, le nicknamed her Sister Luke and took Lo sitting
in the Quinlans' kitchen, popping corn and telling yars aboul his
life in Italy. iis best Irienis amonyg Lthe boys were Nutch Failthorp,
whose father was a lewyer, and bumen lemsdell, the doctor's son.
nuteh was a thin, red-=haired bpoy who had just wilhdrawn ILrom the
Unifersity of dichigen because of illness. He and Ernest put dovwn a
keg of cider 4 which they fortified with eracked corn and raisins
and set to fercenting over the hot=ailr register in Lrnest's roome
"Around Thanksgiving, the cider hod turned hard emough 4o
drinke They decided %o have a part at the Ramsdell's sumuer cottage in
Bay View, the liethodis®% cultursl colonye. They asked Irene Goldstein,
Bernice Babbitty and a boy celled lome Zipp. Irene was LErnest's datey
a handsome girl exsctly his sge who was home on vacation from a college
of physical educaetion in Chicagoe They &ll piled into Luman's Vhippet
with the cider and some sandwiches. The Ramsdell house had been
closed for the seascn and the iron cold was everywheree They built
a fire in the fireplace and spent a raucous evening sampling the
cider and talkinge srnest hiked up his pants leg to show Irene
his scars and discoursed at lenygth on the wines of Italy and the
guinea red he sald he had Arunk at the Venice Cafe on Wabash Avenue
in Chicago."

(Hore gquoted some stories Hem is said to have written at Fotters.
one called: "Wolves and Noughnuts." Another on romatnite Arditi
episode, how they killed austrian prisoners with grenades, = tc. @.C.)



Although you are listed on page 66 I cannot find you there e ither
by direct or indirect reference. <The account then tells of Hem's
talk to the Ladqies' Ai? Society in the Petoskey Public
Librarye. I had thought it was the Vomen's Art group. Then the
contact with «“rse Connzble is yone into 4, Hem is quoled as saying
in a letter of a friend: "This Tornto thing looks like the original
Peruvian doughnutse"

Beker says Hem .ent to VYak Park for the Ch- istmas holidays
and there et 49 meuwuers of his 0l Red Cross groups

On the eighth of January he +took the train %o Toronto and
woved into the Connable homee Then a long section on the Toronte
ex erienca,

Fage 81 = description of wedding at Horton Haye Then:

"Night had fallen when Lrnest and Hadley threw their bags into &
the back of John Kotesky's Ford and made their geteways, John Arove mim
them over the ridge tc Longfield Farm and from there they rowed acrogs
the lake Go Windembere. The honeymoon lasted, two weekses They both
came Aown with bad colds and wade a brew of mulled wine %o cure
the ir hacking coughs, H:dley was enraged when Lrnest took her
Lo Petoskey to mect some of his former girls, including Harjorle
Bump, the hardware Jealer 8 daughter. ile explained rather lomely
Lhat he had supposed she would think wmore highly of him when
she saw the girls he had rejected in her favor."

(goes into settling into Chicago &n? having feud with
¥Y.K, Smith over some gossip over Y.K's wife, Noodles,

Page 1323

"eeee''Big Twosllcarted River"™ was the latest in a series
of nine rewrkable storieg that he had writiten in the seven months
gince nis return from Toronto(To Paris in 1924) His achievement
was aluost the literary equivalent of a popuiation explosion.

Besides "Indian Camp™ he hed couppleted "The Noctor and the Moctor's
Wife," based on the episode in the suuuer of 1911 when Nick Boulton
and 5llly Tabeshaw had come to cut up the beech log on the shore
at Windewere Cobtage., He had written "Soldier's Home" , which showed mh
the town of Cak Park as it ned looked %o him alfter his return
from the wars in January, 1919. "The 4nd of Souething™ and "The Three=
nay Blow" both grew out of his brief romance with darjorie Buap
at Horton Bay in the swumer of 1919."

Page 505« merely repests that Hem used first ncume of larjorie
Buanp and Lirst nswe of Bill Snith in the Lwo shurt stories

s8 for Beker's source for all of thisy I turned to nis notes
in the back and found the followings

Letlers read by Baker included:mBaim Eells to Gobe Jane 1y 19203
Auge 1 and 8, 19203 Septe 30, 1920. HAwin Baluer to BeHe Febe 1,
1,20( eker has Balumer staying at Walloon Lake rather than Nilworth'M
I wonder if you ruember which is right.) Baker's interviews: W.B.

Smithy Jr. Urs. Kathryn nDilworth and krse %axine Davisy July
1964; correspontence from Nr, Guy Ce Conkle, liay 2, 1962 (Conkle
tre ted Hem's legs; is now dead)

Baker's notest HEH's frieniship with Marjorie Bump (This
item is erroneouslyé&n listed in the index)s Kathryne "ilworth to
author, July 10, 1964, For authobio raphical aspects of "The End of
Something" and “"The Three=Day Blow" see lontgouery, ’'emingway in
Lichigan, Marjorie's sister, Georgianna, called Pudge, sometimes
accompanied her sister and Eﬁ

(cont )



,in as mueh deiail

Baker's notes (page 574) cont,.)

wOprigin of "Up in Michigan" : M¥ras, Ksthryne nNilworth angd lrse.
lexine Pavis to Baker, July 10, 1964, They said +tlat the girl,(the
older waitress) yot & hemlock sliver in her bottom the night of the
seduction. sH's story accurstely portrayed Horton Bey as he
knew it, wentioning the dock and one of the warehouses, long
since pulled Adowne. EBH borrowed the first nees of Jim and Lix
nilworth for his lovers,.Jim Gilmore and Liz Coates, and male Gil=
more a blacksmithy as Dilworih wase Liz's last name nay come Ifrom
the Coaies House, a reputable hotel in Kengag City (where Hem
worked on Star wahen he was 18) or from Freances Coatesy whom LH
admired in high school. In the story, Jim took his me‘aie, and
Liz Coates waited on tabley at N«Js Smith's an eating estabishment
clearly modeled on Dilworth's. Before the seductiony Jim went
hunting deer in the Pine Barrens of Vanderbilt where EH
had hiuself seen deer in July, 1919, "

S0 that's it, lMarge, ¢ ite a inouthful, but still rather skimpy,
unless you happen to be copylng it on an ol typewriters
I would ver{ much like you to go over the quotes and notes
as possible with a view to getting the facts
straight once and for all, :

I gun't think Hem was deep down antie-semitie, which is what
the term means (o me, lle geew up in 2 so ewhat antiesemitic en=
vironwent and 511l Smith himself told me that both he and Hem
"gook @ Aislike to some of the welle=heeled Jewish neople in
Charlevoix." Which parallels your remark about the fangy ears.

Mary Hewmingway and Pauline Hemingway apparently liked each
other. Incident.all,y' Baker mokes it clear that the initiative in

the breakup of Hem's marriage to Hadley was far end away the work
of Pauliney not hemy @s is commonly belicved. My God she'd go ang
live with themy in 2 regular a trois situation. Hadley must have ad
a lot of patience. I always think he preferred you and Hadley to any
of the otherse The 044 thing is that contrary to some of the ropular
local mythology, he assceciated you with his Aays of innocence and that
was what was aliractive about it,

About that dockside seductiony this tends to go against
tlem's life-time aveidance of this kind of thing. He was really
Quite & woral many according to Bill and Harold Loeb and Dulch
Pailthoreps Of course one cen never tell about meny tie beastss

Please don't hold this length against mej remember a lot of
it is quoies aimed at saving you buying and wading through Deker's
big book.

lovey



