April 18, 1969

Near large:

Your letterst Thanks for your last two fine ones, so Autifully
thought up and indited. I wish I had your moral fiber. So many of my
worthless thoughts are aborted by not applying the seat of the panis
etc. Answers I was born in September, the fifth that isj if that
is Virgo and you are right in your appraisal of thie period that
certainly accounte for a lot of my trouble. I 2idn't know there was
a reason for my shyness apart from the usual long string of you

know whats. Sometimes I wish I was a black man so that I co blame
all my troubles on thate 50 few of the colored seem to realize that
the 4ifficulty of being is really the basic problem about livinge
But perhaps they have to get the quality thing over with first. Nid
you knowy 444 I tell you that I am half Italian? "1 used %o worry
about that some in trying to figure out who I was (as that banal
modern phrase has it) but I finally realized (hat I was merely
copping out (to use another hateful phrase.) Well, litile laddie
how far afield are we to go today? I'm ylsd you agree with me about
the greater trustworthyness of the don=intellectualized part of the
mind. I think that is what held olA Hem's uork together anj so I
am always amused when they complain that he dian't write nice
essays like lingfawley, eiC. Ty
Baker's biog: The more I read thisy and it is taking so much time,
the sicker I get. This is one of the most massive, hatchet jobs it
has ever been my displeasure to encounter. I have written a review

of same which I hope will appear later this year in the Conn. Reviews
In it I attack Baker rather lustily, calling him in thrall to lary
Hey @ pompous pedanty etc, etce. and finding many critical errors in
his work. It is a sad thing that Baker happened to Hemingway when
Jonnson had his Boswell. Baker is eimply not only unethical but he

is a lousy biographer, although no doubt a clever scholar and
eritice This biog is really ehite a large miss and Baker seems to
hdve been controlled by an engine basiely hostile to Hemingway. Iy God
how the men scoldse I think one of the funniest cracks is when he
calls Hem"sophomorie" at a time when he actually was a sophomore
in high school, I don't even think that's correct usage. Ch there's
too much to go into, but the book is so bad that I think even

Hem's detiactors whl rally to his defense. But the Jewish mafia
seems delighted that Baker keeps calling Hem anti=semitie, although
is is one of the more outrageous misinterpreting of the evidence.
iy Jewish friend, Haroldq Loeb who was blasted as the obnoxious RHoert
Cohn says the charges of antisemitism are nonsense, While Loeb, like
most Jews, is a trifle antisemtic himeelf, that is good enough for
mee Of course Hem's great crony of the last 14 years was Aaron
Hotchner and he chose to idolize Hems They all knocked Hoch's book,
but at leest it was motivated by lovey not by some kind of hatefuly
pedantry. In my review I really lash out at the Widow Hemingway whom
I have always Aisliked from both instinct and what I have heard
about her. And one of the things I heard is so shocking I will not even
say it here. Brother les thinks this circumstance may have triggdred
the shotgun in Edaho.



