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ar Don,

Mailﬂ seem to get here almost before it is sent. Regular mail makes it

faster than an air mail stamp.
All the things you say are so true, but you meke it sound so complicated.

Of course I have only the memories of the things BErnest szid, and later very chance
remarks made by people. I don't know too much about his life and never met any of the
people involved in his later life., I did know his mother and fathegr andsas parents
go,I would consider them above average. Everyone has to face certain disappointments in
parents as they seem to fall from the pedistal of our ideals. I don't agree that the
rejection theory applies that much to all of us. We don't imagine it or ask for it
28 he often did., Georgie says she understands it. Her birthday is July 22, and she says
it is 2 true Cancer trait. Wouldn't it be nice if we could explain everything awey
because of the montfnin which we are born., But it is interesting how often we
follow the pattern, What month were you born ? I don't agree with you that all the
Victorian things needed rejection, or the Puritan for that matter, Itwill only
be a cuestion of time until the pendulum will swing again, but of course with the
whole slightly advenced as in a spiral. I don't get upset with present things, perhaps
because my favorite subject is history.

I a2gree with you perfectly that our minds are not to be trusted. If we can get a

line thru to the big pool, and know enough to listen, we can't fail.
I do believe what Loeb says about the wound, mostly besause E. didn't talk

about it. H. was shy in those days, but not so much shy;with me, a8 considerate of
my lack of worldly experience. I can't imagine what he might have written to G.E. ,
objected to by Baker, but to me he never said or wrote an objectionable word. oo
was more mature at I5 than I was many years later. I never spent any time with her
so I don't really know what she was like,

vI don't feel that E, had a sense of superiority sbout being one of God's chosen.,
But he did say many times that the only thing he wanted to do was to write. In one
of his letters I remember the words, " As you know,the only things I have wanted to do
in my life are to write and fish. These ¥/{@/ddgt)f/¥/ are what I do mostly."

We would have 2 good time batting things around, and would probably argueﬁs

a point here and there.
Time to stop.

Love,

o,



Wed.,

Dear Don, I always like to answer your letters as soon as I read them, to get

down the thoughts that come as I read.
No, I hadn't heard from Ernest for many years when he came bg. I used to laugh and

say that I seemed to hear between wives., It couldn't have been that he was at all
interested in me especially, for he always had the next wife chosen. I couldn't

have been more surprised than when I heard him say, "This is Ernest Hemingway."
As I remember, I didn't say the expression in his eyes was wonderful, I

think I said that the only thing about him that seemed the same was the nice expression
in his eyes.I had the feeling that he wanted to say something special to me, but
it didn't come out. He asked if I could understand Spanish, and I said no. He just
mayﬁlhave thought he could talk easier in another language. 1 didn't give him any #ﬁﬁor
opportunity to talk confidentially. He didn't seem to want to leavg, I didn't talk
sbout his writing or ask him to sign any books. We looked at the old kodak books
and made cracks about the pictures. In one he was looking at me. He remarked that
he looked like a sick cow.He 2nd Sidney tzlked a lot about his new book, not
finished., People always told things to Sidney easily. He and Sidney got on well.
Sidney even joked about sueing Ernest for writing about me., B. said fine, it
would help publicity and cut his tax. BErnest was the only male to like me that S.
didn't seem jealous about. I wrote E. once that jealousy was my biggest problem
with Sidney/. T remember his answering words. " I am not an ever on the make guy,
g0 he won't need to be jealous of me," He wasn't. He met the childrem and seemed
to think they were fine. Bobbie looked cuite 2 bit as I had except dawk eyes and hair,
I had three letters from him after that visit. He told me about Martha and
about his coming divorce. I never heard from him again, I heard about him from
Ursula and I know his feeling about me remeined friendly. Ursula would tell me
things he would sey in showing friendly interest. I may have remained a nice dream to
Ernest, but I was only a deeam, and 2 dim one, I have the feeling that you over
emphasize me.
I =m sorry that Baker's book has the tone it has. It seems a final rejection.
I plan now to flyn home April 28th, Have given up Mexico until summer. This
last flu bit has been the type leaving digestive things churned; and one thing
needed in Mexico is eguanimity of digestive things.
T love these bits =nd pieces we toss back and forth. You better come back for
some Florida sun. This time of year I could probably get you and Ruth an apt in
the same building.ﬁllt is an easy walk to the beach. Do you play golf?

By, for now,
As eve? ( another favorite Ernest ending.)
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