April 75 1969

Near Marge:

Those were sweet comuentis that you and Georgile made re
my story on Sunny. Suecty sweed words, and it is rich business
being compared to Baker, 'i'ha odd thing is Baker is good when he's
writing short pieces for the Frincetonian or the N.Y. Tiwes Sunday
book review. Bui in this biog of his he is pretty awful bacause he
follows the diary approach o0 relentlessly. There is no depth te
anythings The c¢riterion that controls him is time., If som thing
happened on Tuesday the only place for it is with something else
that happened on Tuesday, and the ijea of the cogency of subject
matter is dgnored entirely. Yerhaps this is the nature of a biog=
raphy of this kin' or any other kind but %o me it Aocesn't work, And
4 suppose the saddest part is that 4t will have trouble holding
reader intzrest as 414 the Papa’Bemimiwag Jjoby of which Baker is
80 contemptuouse The more I recad Baker's book %he more I am incensed
with his hostile unfair attitude to Hemingway. And all under the
- guise of letting the chips fall whare they may. They don't at all.

‘he chips are selected by Baker and in wost cases they are
unfriendly chips and on top of that he intruiles his little homilies
te the dead Hemdngway as if it is too bad that naughty man Ai4 not
have the taste and morals of Baker and other good (and mediocre )
wene Uhen I realize that Baker avoided meeting Hem:l.ngw:i face to
face even during the nine years since the successful publication of
his eritical work on Hemy 4 r alize we are dealing with a bio rapher
with a problem. In fact Baker seems to draw  so heavily f£for
direct information on Hemingway <fLrom Hemingway's wivesy particularly
iaax'y'. that I have coucluded the subbead of title should be
not "A Life Story" as Baker has ity but "A Wife's Story."

~ One 044 thing I found from Bakert book = and I think I am
the only one to put this together: Hem visited Hedley d4n Wyoming a
few weeks before he visited you in nDaytona Beach. He was 40 and :
apparently feeling pensive abvout the paste Here's a rough reconstruce

tions:

Hid=Augustyl939 = wrote Scribaer's For Whom Bell Tolls had
reached 76,000 words. ¥o title. :
1eft Cubay drove west: Pauline abroad. Asked
his driver e pick up 2 younger boys in Conn.
acheool and Arive out to Wyoming rangh to meet

: hizm apd Buuby. NSMORRERMRHMEN ,
. August 274 Hemy driving westy dropped off lartha in
] 5% ﬁouu %0 siay with her mother and Adrove on
alone from there. No civorce from Pauline yet.
Firat wifey Hadley, vacationing in nearby
- Cody with {xuaband; Hem visited her there, seeing
hayr for first time in ten years.

Septe. 1939 Arrived at his dude ranch with outbreak of war

in Burope.Hitler into Polandy etce. _
Pauline flew out to join him at ranch and they
agreed once(and i)!or all on a divorce.
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Septe Callad #&urgha to meedt him at ranch and they went on
further westy that is to Sun Valley for the first time, They
were all thare, Martha, Hem and the three boys.

ind of Octes Brought novel to middle of chapter 18. A good friend
was tragically killed with a shotgun by accident out

“there at thet time and Hem wrote a eulogy for him,(Early
Hovember this was.) Man was lLawrence Ven Gelder,
Nove ?:h;{lﬂ;a laft to cowr the Russian war in Finland for
Srse : ‘ :
Worries about reing alone at Christmas. Invited to Chieg
for Christmes by Hadley and another friend but instead
invited hirsell to Christmas at Key West buty as she
had proaised himy that house was bare of herself and
- children when he arrived Bhere (after meeting yous.)
De¢y 12 EH wrote to Pauline 's mother giving his side of it.
Hem's driver arrived to drive Hem back to Key lestj but meanwhil
Pauline had gone to New York with younger Boyss

necs 15 Hem's visit with you. (I wonder now if he had men
in rather secent touch with you or what it was that
triggered his phone ¢all to you on his way down Florida,
other than his noebals*ia for things past and his prospects
of a bleak Christuns.

Baler does not mention the stopover, of course. I have gone
into all this d:tail as a means of perhaps stirring up
doriant memories about the ineident which is an important
one to me, Naturally a% physical details are welcomej
I have quite a bit on this from earlier talks of ours
and lstiersy but you were never able 0 remember very
much about the sical circuustances of the meetinge
(But you did rememoer that wonderful look in his eyes one
time and this was the only second of contact that you
thought you hads.) ‘ ‘

items Hem ddgn't setart really talk about po sible
titles for For Whom the Bell Tolls until quite a bit
latery according to Bakery but of course you remmber
much éiscunion of that subject then,

Item: After thet barren Christmas in Key Westy Hem's
“permanent address was  his Finca in Cuba,. -

Items Hem's 40th birthday had occured on July 21 of 1939.

Items Bell came out rather late in 1940, Hem found the title
in the Cxford Book of English verse. The John Tonne
quote seemed perfectly to express the theme of his
virtually comploted book. The title more or less
blessed and cursed both sides and this of course won

Hem the furious eirtisism of the 1liberal left in
the U.S5. which of course thought nothing  bad could be
said of the anti-Franeco forces.
Oh well, this is enough or far ti)g much for now.
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