March 17, 1969

Near Marge:

50 glad %o have that little map of those environs in Petoskey.
- It 18 really emazing, and sowething few people recognize, how much
d:tails like this help in +the evocation of a certain point in time,
Of course, you knowy L have seen both your houses, at least from the
outside end I have been up and down those streets and up past where
h.uself stayed and several times I walked back down town to get the feel
that he would have had In going to town or in going to the high school
or in going %o your housee. Although at that time I had the idea lLe
visited you in the Bump house rather than your grandmother's places When
Iaw the houses ( I think one time Nutech Pailthrop drove me in is
car = 4i4 you know his wife fell last year and died without regaining
consciocusness? She was a nice ladyg I guess they both had a problem
with spiritusbut she hid it well; i forget her last namwey her uaiden
rame, for the mouenity but I was told her reople had more monay uwhan
0old Judge Pailtnrop, ind disgression) (Resume disyresaions Nuich
hag a besutiful new howe on Menonaqua Seachy has nis own roaring
urout streanh and Z£rom his front yard can look across Litile Trav:rse
Bay to the hillsides leading to Resort Pike Read and Valloon Lake
where our friend used to live, Coming back frowm town one time 48 a
boy in a horse cart, young Hem looked back across the bay and could see
the twinkling lights of Harbor Springs near where Dutch now lives.
Duich was ong side of Hemy a very different side than yours or Bill's.
He was rough in those daysy I'm afraid, and thought only of girls, but
the funny thing is, and don't et wad nowy one of the first things he
ever told meo, long before I med youy was that it was hils theory that
Hem had written The End of Something %o get even with you because
you were dmpregnaables o put 4t in a way different than Dulch's.
Because we are being lg.terary may I go on to the additional vulgarity
that nutch said you were bc,zond Hem and hiuself because you were ay
and I quote exactly ncwy & "Christer." According to DNutch younyg men
were interested in other wmatters in those days. He never believed the
story believed by the rest of the town o some extent that Hem was
telling too muehy kissing and telling., Just the opposite. And yet <the
lagt time Isaw Nu a couple of years agoy Nutchf seemed eager %o
elear up sow thing with mee He had talked a lot about womanizingy he
saidy and that's what the world talked about in connegtion with &m,
and yet on profound reflection he 4idn't belisve a word of ite Uddly,
he saidy Hem was not the typey and in any casey unlike other young
meny never discussed women or conguests in the slightest way. Nuich
came right out and said wags too and not much of a hand with
women, certainly not the fox that old Duich was. He went inte all
this because hae had o up with me idn that hearty wan to uan way and
by the time he gol to know me more seriously he wanted to correct all
hogwash he had gotten off at Hem's exrenses The closest that Hem
ever came to talking about an actual wouan with Duteh was in saying
that FARGWELL T0 ARUS was based on an actual experience but t.%at. the
lady 414 not ddee In this same field of thoughty Nutch told me he had

believed for years that Hem had had an affair with Irene Gordon (nee



Goldstein) There had been a big party one  winter's night, either
tha winter of 1919=1920 or 1920-1921, out at MNo¢ Ramsey's. It haqg
snowed heavily, and Irene c¢laims she and Hem made angels in the
enowy whigh, ltmo:phmd %0 we you 4o by lying down in the snow
and movtiyour armsuppaafi down to form the wingse. She told this to
CarddaiBalor and it may be in his book next monthe At that party,
which Irene says was parfectly innocent and I believe hery were Homer
Zipp, Dutch Pailthorp, Hem, Ireno‘ Lina Greemy Berenice Babbitiy
Ruth Smith and one of Dr, Ramsey's sonsy, now deade This was out
in, don't make me Alg into my notes, Bayvilla. where that kind of
Chattagua coluny wase Well anyways Dutch always thought the worst
apout Irene and Hem but it turned out not %o be true. I gusas this
almost had o be tihe winter Hem went away if Dutch was 80 heavily
involved singe that 46 theonly time Hem saw him muche Latery the
following sumiery lem saw sonme wore of these peopleg and afier that he
left never o z'e{m'n except for his marriage in 1521. g
second disgressions) ,

I wonder nowy talking in terms of the small evocative detallsy
i aggthing returns of those stories I heard about you and Hem at
the chocolate shop near the tracks, One of the Oneal boya Loldd me
about it firsty how Hem used to have a soda with you there. ZThea
another man,vhose nawe I have somewhere and who was a soda jerk in the
ice eream store in those daysy %0ld me that Hem used o sit in the
shop in such a way that he could see If lrse Bump was coming and if,
as she went to the harduare siorey Hem thought she was going to come
by the ice eream slorey he would skedadjle offe. This I'm ineclined
not to believe but it is hard %o explain how these stories get wmade
up in such detail, The young soda jerk couldn't remsmber a thing
that Hem said or anything that he ate and he gave me the lupression
he was always brokee And yet this £its into the picture that olher
people give of Hem during the winter of 19195-20s¢ee

Mo you know I even wen$ into Hem's old room on state Street
and talked with the daughier of his landlady. She had Bbarely known
Hem in those days bul she remembered he typed a lot and that he was
“grazy" about Marge Bumpe That's all she could say, how era fem
was about Marge Buupes Bub when I asked her what she thought of
Hem's literaturey she answereds

- "Ppetiy trashy wasn't it?"

Which is probably to say that she never read mach of it
but had been given the establishment word on this unregeneraie yomq
mwan who played fast and loose with the affections of one of FPetoskey's
dearest younyg ladisase , \

Vhen I wgs doing my walking around Petoskey I was interestd
%0 f£ind that GeBe lived alwost across from Hem's house and that
Irens lived about the same distance from his room that you dide Once
i walked away from towng %0 & high point, where you could look oub
over the lake and while I was there I could hear a train whisted(they
heve only & freight train once a week now I'm told). Hearing the
train and seeing the maples leaves blowing down the sitreet and
feeling the mmmm blus eoolness of that big old lake really brought
back that man to me and I had no doubts who tsover that he tool had
stood in that spot at some time and thought about the mysteries of lifee

? Gody are you still with me Marge?
t's n!.c: to h:ve someone %0 talk Uoe
Danny plugs along, somehow sinking more and more inte
an immoveabls state and yet retaining his Perike

There is something in the adr that affects my future
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March 1?. 1969

Near Marge:

S0 glad %o have that little map of those environs in Petoskey.
- I% 18 really emazing, and sowething few people recognize, how much
d:tails like this help in the evocation of a certain point in time.
Of course, you knowy I have seen both your houses, at least from the
outside end I have been up and down those streets and up past where
h.uself stayed and several times I walked back down town to get the feel
that he would have had in going to +town or in going to the high school
or in going to your house. Although at that time I had the idea Le
visited you in the Bump house rather than your granjmother's places When
Iaw the houses ( I think one time Nuteh Pailthrop dArove me in is
car = 4i4 you konow his wife fell last year and dled without regaining
conscicusness? She was a nice ladyg I guess they both had a problem
with spiritusout she hld it well; 4 for_ et her last nawey her naiden
ramn@, for the mouenity but I was told her reople had more monay than
0ld Judge PFailinrop, Lnd disgression) (Resume disyressions Nuich
hag a beautiful new howe on Menonagua Seachy has nis own roaring
uwrout streamy and Lrom his front yard can iook across Litile Trav:rse
Bay to the hillaidea icading to Resort Pike Road and Valloon Lake
where ouwr friend used to live, Coming back from town one time 48 a
boy in a horse cart, young Hem locked back across the bay and could see
the twinkling lights of Harbor Springs near where NDuitch now lives.
Dutch was ong side of lemy, a very different side than yours or Bill's.
He was rough dn those daysy I'm afraid, and thought only of girls, but
the funny thing isy and don't et wad nowy one of the first things he
ever told mo, long before I met youy was that it was his theory that
Hem had written The End of Somethir %0 get even with you because
you were dmpreguaable, 0 put it in a way different than Dulch'@s.
Because we are being literary may I go on to the additional vulgarity
that Nutch saild you were beyond Hem and hiuself because you were ag
and I quote exactly nvwg a "Christere" According to Dutch young men
were interested in other watters in those days. He never balleved the
story believed by the rest of the town to some extent that Hem was
telling too muchy kissing and telling. Just the opposite. Ang yet the
lagt time Isaw N a couple of years agoy Nutchf seemed eager %o
c¢lear up sowe thing with wee He had talked a lot about womanizingy he
saidy and that's what the world talked about in cvnnection with &am,
and yet on profound reflection he 4idn't belisve a word of ite Uddly,
he saidy Hem was not the typey and in any casey unlike other young
meny never discussed women or conguests in the slightest waye Nuich
came right out and said was too and not much of a hand with
women, certainly not the fox that old Duich was, He went into all
this because he nad ope up with me in that hearty man to wan way and
by the time he got Lo know me more seriously he wanted to correct all
hogwash he had gotien off at Hem's expenses The closest that Hem
ever came 10 tLalking about an actual wouan with NDuteh wes in saying
that FARSWELL T0 ARIS was based on an actual exrerience but that the
lady 414 not d4des In this same field of thoughty Nutch told me he had

Balieved for years that Hem had had an affair with Irene Gordon (nee



Goldatein) There had been a big party one  winter's night, either
the winter of 1919=1920 or 1920-1921, out at MNo¢ Aamsey's. It haqd
snowed heavily, and Irene c¢laims she and Hem made angels in the
snow, which, it was explained to me you do by lying down in the snow
and mvliyour arpsuppaafd doun to form the wingse. She told this to
CarddaiBaler and it may be in his bool next monthe At thal party,
whioh Irene says was perfectly innocent and I believe hery were Homer
Zippy Dutch Pailthorp, Hems Ireno‘ Lina Greemy Berenice Babbitiy
Ruth Smith and one of Drs Ramsey's sonsy now dead. This was out
in, don't make me Alg into my notes, Bayville, where that kind of
Chattagqua colony wase Well anywayy Duitch always thought the worst
acout Irene and Hem bubt it turned out not %o be true. I guess this
almost had w0 be tihe winter lem went away if Nutch was 80 heavily
involved singe that 45 theonly time Hem saw him muche Latery the
following sumiuere lem saw some wore of these peopleg and afiter that he
left never o mt’;wn ‘@xcept for his marriage in 1521, ' Eod
second disgressions)
- I wonder nowy valking in terms of the small evocatlve detallsy
i angthing returng of those stories I heard about you and Hem ab
the chocolate shop near the tracks, One of the Oneal boys Lodd me
about it firsty how Hem used to have a soda with you therae. Then
another man,whose nawe I have somewhere and who was a soda Jjerk in the
ice gream store in those daysy %old me that Hem used to sit ian the
shop in such a way that he could see If Wirs. Bump was coming and if,
as she want %o the harduare siorey Hem thought she was going o come
by the ice eream slorey he would skedaddle offe. This I'm inclined
not to believe but it is hard to explain how these stories get wade
up in such detail, The young soda jerk couldn't remsmber a thing
that Hem said or anything that he ate and he gave me the ilupression
he was always brokee And yet this fits into the picture that olher
people give of Hem during the winter of 19195-20s¢ee
mo you know I even wen$ into Hem's old room on state Street
and talked with the daughier of his landladye. She had barely known
Hem in those days bul she remnembered he typred a lot and that wWas
“grazy" about Marge Bumpe That's all she could say, how era Hem
was about lMarge Buupe, Bub when I asked her what she thought of
Hem's literaturey she answereds
- "Ppetiy trashy wasn't it?"

Which is probably to say that she never read mach of it
but had been given the establishment word on this unregeneraie yom*
wan who played fast and loose with the affections of one of Petoskey's
dearest young ladisa. : :

When I wgs doing my walking around Petoskey I was interestd
10 £ind that Ge.Ee lived almost across from Hem's house and that
irens lived about the same distance from his room that you dide Once
i walked away from towng %0 & high pointy where you could look oub
over the lake and while I was there I could hear a train whisteld(they
heve only a freight train once a week now I'm teld). Hsaring the
train and seeing the mapls leaves blowing down the sitreet and
feeling the mmmm blus eoolness of that big old lake really brought
back that man %o me and I had no doubts who tsover that he tool had
stood in that spot at some time and thought about the mysteries of lifes

? Gody are you still with me Marge?
t's n!co %0 have someone %0 talk toe
Danny plugs along, somehow sinking more and more inte
an immoveable stete and yet retaining his perige

. : There is someth
Tatier arastically dn a not necessapiivice o WA affects uy Zuture



