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Octe 22, 19683

Dear Varge:

I don't Itnow why I put off writing you vhen I answer the
candlestick makor quickly enoughe I think 1t's because I want something
to say and that is not always easy to com

First, Thank you so much for the great plcturess I agree
with Sidney ebout the innocenses Without goinz back through ny letters I
wonder if that 1s about the time you saw o0 much of Hem that ons summers
If soy I agree with you, you could hardly have been that knowlng girl irp
the story, lNot that she vag o Inowing, but she was more knowing than that
picture, It is really a delightful gstudy or work of art or whatever you
want to call 1t and I'1]1 tell you something that may surprise yout it
reminds me very much of you as I saw you et the retirement hotel 2 couple
of years later, There is such an intangible quality about the picture
thet I om having 1t copied by a very good professional because I =m
afraid my own work would deprrive 1t of the gomewhat mystic qualit
thet it possecsess Also, that i: a great picture of Sidney, slthough he
looks a little bit older than I had imagined he looked when you first gaw
him but then I keep forgetting about the age difference, The old thing is
that S8ldney is not such a different typne from Heminsway., Both were
egerfainly handsome, very masculine fellows with strong, incisiv
features, But the dark intense quality reminds me much of Hem, and then
of course, as my ninml goes back, I remember your saying how Sidney's
interemts were sinilar to Hem's in resneet te ocutdoor things and that he
1liked Tem's work, I =m hnving thgt pleture copies professiomnlly too, and
will send both back vhen tUthe vork is finizshed or when I am satis®led
that I have a good conw,

I'm glad you liked my commentg on impulsive writing. It is a
very tricky subjeety, I think., If thig ability could be perfectly harnesse
a great deal of the barriers to communiention would be lowered IT'n sures I
don't think Hem's greatest ghort stories would have been posgible without
this mstie lelp from outside himself, although he would always ery none
gense to this type of talk, He never wnnted to be congsidered a primitive
writer (that is, one who achlieved his effects without technioue or insight)
or an auvtomatic writer, which he considered akin %c spiritualism and theref:
was non-art. And yet wien asked the seeret he alweys included luck as a
necessary Ingredient, and need I labor the point that luck i1s an ovigide foi
I thinky to put 1t crudely, that the smarier and wiser Femingway became, the
more he knev about his subjeely the less effective he became, and thic is
not rezlly 2 eritism of him,'it is the way things have to be in the human
equations Whenever the left hend starts looking at the right the effeet I
guess 1s self=-consclousyand the public (dumb though it is) always senses
this and knows when the maglc is missing.

Here there are no changese Danny ccntinues about the Saney Lele
haps stabilizing his debility a bite The weather has been the most magnifice
fall in memorye Iriends have come and gones And now we sit and button up
fad il anjopeivboveototheubjtier winter price we will have to pay
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with am umcosscious key. He kept tryimg to umierstamd the key ard often
he gounded rather pretesntious about it amd I domr't thiask he ever did
really usderstand 1t. That 1s provea to some exteat by his isabllity
later om to extead hils owam method 1m any way much superior to that of
kig imitatorsy although I will give him comgiderable credit for tryimg to
go "far out"™ Dbeyomd his depth rether tham sticklag to the tried and
true formula as does ar OYHara for examples, If you cam thimk of a
perfect ‘“story" existlag somewhere awd someome beimg able to tell that
story without flawlmg it, them you have the phesomeoxorn of Hezlmgwaye
I used 0 eavy him so znd try to emulate him but later I realized

that he was 1im 2 seunse choser 23 a kind of gport of mature to tell
thegse storlese. As Faulkmer said 1a azother but related conmection

"1f I hadu't writtem those stories somebody else would have," I kamow
thisg gets pretiy metaphysical afer a while but what I am trylsg to say

is that =m moose caw dictate who is to be this imstrument of xsture,
and 1t 1sn't really a great amd rewsrded homor as a matter of facty as
witeess the relatively sad 1lives lived by thesgse "gifted " people.

So kow muchk thig relates to your theory of automatic writiang, I donr't kmow,
but I iwsist the Hem factor is mot usrelated, Nascy Hale, the Tfamous
essaysist, more or less subscribes to this theory wher she says the
writer wust let his mind rest, must let it resew its batteries so to
syeaky 50 that it cam coatinue %o furction at a high level, Now 1sm't
this like sayinz the mimnd has a life of its owm amd isu't that a kind of
automatic thiag? YOu've heard me talk a2bout the head manm amd the stomach
mar 1m the past amd I thimk this theory too is related, What I mean to
gay is that , iroslcally emoughy the stomach man (the atitomaton) is

apt to be swarter 1a many ways tham the head mam because the govermor of
the stosach man ls ia some way more ethariall{ controlled, that is to say
coatrolled outiside the humam framework, Now I lkaow all thls is very goop)
+ad hope you will forgive me for 1t ard if there is a fatal flaw in my
reagsoming or arsiculatiom it i1s that I have gsimply dore too much liwmited
cerebrating about 1teee Why iz it that I write to yon this way for heaven!
sake? I: 2 recemt letter, Harold Toeb wrote me sbout Hem, Ford

Madox Ford amnd 2 lady, ali of whom, he said, prevaricated a%out the facts
of the tweatiese "I suppose all tlepe of them are seeking n truth truer
tham the true, some kil of esthetic truthe I don't like it, Perhaps I'm
old faghiomed but I still thisk that ome should try to corvey wiat is
sometimes called reality." S0 you see what 1g happenimg to the so-called
truth, That dear old world we loved sny the world of sbsolute right and
wrorg is long gome I'm afraide

I would dearly love to see those pictures.

Dasny 1s getting =0 better, Im fact there is something almost
mathematically remorseless amd progressive about hig ability to get arow
This is the ticket ome pays for the heavesly puppy days; amd I thimk
ome should bve prepared to pay for everythimg he gets out of this world. Of
course Damay may be a synbol of future me, the mimd belng what it is, I
dor't thiwk so, but who kmows about these thiags,.

A1l my love,
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Margle's two pix’
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"I am thinklng of semding om two pictures for you to see. Georgle had
them., One is of Sidmey, the way he looked whem I first saw him, The other is
of me. Fourteem or fifteem. Sidmey called it the age of inmnocence, "




