Sept. 9, 1968

Dear Marge:

I dox't kwow where the time has gome, but I seem to be
livisg amother life, ome more peasgant-like thaw that detached
Taorxima ose, that 1g to say ome im which I fiwd a thougamd thinags
to dc aroumd the house or ysrd usrelated to writiasg or literature. Ose
of these daysy 28 they sany or that fumey ceramic tray ome seecs everyvhere
"itve got to get orgamized "

I liked your last letter very much, amd have I saild
recestly how well you writey, especially for ar automatliec writiag
persoas No, I'm orly kiddiag, but I do thiwk there is am elemewt of
automatic writimg 1im all good writisg, awd of course I dom't meam that
higkly specilalized oujl board kimd of tﬁing; I wearn 2 kind of combisation
betweer the uisd ard the seat of the pants so to spesk, The fact 1s I
dor't heve too much faith im thoge 100 per cent lstellectnal persons
who cam sccount by plan and 1lztemt for every word they writes. Such
writiegy Af it exisisy iz wmervelous e—ee 2md usnally umreadable, I do
thisk there hag to be am umexplaimed 1ittle gush or jet Tforce that
gives a certaim amouat of thrust awd persuagion to orme's writiag.
It 1s for this reagon that I have loxg simce abascdomed that perfectly
gplexdid and logical collegiate way or writimg, that is the complete
laying out of am outlime amd sub topic smotes, etc, I have comecluded
that this system 1s perfect except that it doesan't provide for a head
of slesm e oOry 23 ToEs White says, the burst, He says thet whelher a
writer guccecds or mot depemdsg om {he endurance of hies bursts amd that
the caprciious reasok he hag beer guccessful 1s simply that his bursts of
creative writing last sbout e chapter amd thet all he hag to do 1s
burst 20 times and he hag a booke Unfortumately I am wot that effective
2 burstery, and I am ieclised to thimk that mny sts last oxly halfewvay
through 2 sestence, Actually I suppose the most practical plam 1is to
operate hal f by burst ard half by isteat without thiskimg muck about it
This leads me to our wmutual friemd who wasy I thimk, a kied of automatic
writer himself ia the best sesse of the wora. He lhad 2 way of screeriasg ou
the false sousding, the needlessly expository, the urcomsclously
pretestiousy the marrowly curreat, the disgressive e- iz a way that I
have mot seem matche® im amy other writer, His INDIAN CAMP, which some
call slighty I call ome of the most perfect prose poems ever writter and
I'w sure he was guided by a kmowiasg outer hasd that omly partially
worried about factse. It makegs me laugh to read the learwred dissertatioss
on the motivations im this story, ome smew ome I stumbled om lately, was
that Urcle George wag the real father of the Iadian baby, 1f you can
believe such momsesse. Of course if that was true 1t would help explain
g;g%e Goorgeés truly no;unental hatred of EH. But all of this 1s so
culous whem ome cossiders the story by itself, ome of those

%n?tancesLor a writer pointiag truly alg ngver wav;ring of f t; argigopatk.

1ave often thought Hem was a kind of poletergelist of the geseration



