June 25, 1968

Dear Marge:

Plunk,

I'n here,

Is America the better for 1t?

I doubt I am,

Buty %o repreat ome of owr mutual friemd's basic axioms
mothing goes on forever, mothimg should be dome too lomg, nelther lkting,
mor friemdship, mor love, mor marrisge, mor, fimsl ly, 11!‘0 i1tselrf,

50 Taormisa had to go, ard I guess .1t was just im time,
probably, It was lovely im its owm peculiar way, but it wasn®t resly, I didm't
worky 1t was hard to keep track of tj.n‘ it was out of the maimstream. And so,
. 4% was really great to get back, despite ILupurioun moamns %o old frieands

up heree, Ruth 1s the ome who is ﬁurtig. She would go back to Taoruina

tomorrowy I thiask, She loved the little life umler the glass bell, the little
rituals, the "seeimg the same sure persoms im the same sure places, the
elcngc from chromologye, But, belmg a womam, she is facing the hloaﬁ'.-au of the
Morth Country, amd will probably get dowm %0 cases quicker tham I

'&0 sail the Queem Anma Marie om May 27, had 2 fairly
miserable crossi o' sumy comstent queezimess, etey, amd we foumd ourselves
practidally the only goy and shicksa aboard, Our boat was loaded with
Americam pllgrims to Israel and vhile they were a msrvelous group, too much
of anythimg can be taxings It 1s not antiesemitismy, om my part, iwould be
equally disconsalte with a marimetion im amgels or in selfedupliestes for
that mstter, I was well onroutog Ruth was usually half sicks Damny, up there
on the blowy topmost deck xmext to the oftem used foghorm, was mot the most
Joyous of passengers ard it was a sight to see this decrppit old character
tryinglt-a-mlk againgt the 50 mile gale that was the morm om that deck, But
ve all survived, pnid the blackmall necessary to get by customs and
stevedores and drove off the dock im New York im our owa little Volks,
complete with Roma licenses We put up im a motel near Ridgefield, stayed ther
for a weeky paying duty calls, neoinx my mother,95, in a mursisg home, and
speat two rather emjoysble days with Harold Loeb aml Bal'bara, Yesy, we are
back teliy fricmds azaim safter T cot 2 mice letter from a mutal edltor friend,
Farold has a lovely Shamgra lLa of 2 plece om a lake amd the Mallards weuld
come up to eye us as we ate, :

' We fimally declided to face life and drove home to Franconia., Everything
okay, The tesant had jus® lefts Omly trouble i1s he had forgottem ome thisg:
lis furaitures 50 we must put with two or three of everythimg for amother
somthy but he ie a mice guy and hadn't brokem too mamy things ard he had even
planted some tomatoes for me amd filled the fuel oill and left his mower for
me to uses I.am mow planted agaim in @2 cormer of our livimg roome This is the
capitol of the world amd mow thiangs are filed amd people have » decent chance
of getting a letteressslio antique shop this year., But I must get to work oa
my manifold motes amd try to put 2 book tozetier, evea if I, like those
othersy havea®t got it right, I'm sure you are r.{ght about {hat but I suspect
my wrongress will mot be as Joltinmg 2s moste The digtortion you feel may come
from a Imman falling I ayself am prey to. One tries to make ome mam out of

FeR1P] PEraRPEgel bR JustnEnpenengyen, piheng §ooa tp,distort they are mot

T . “ : rlagway, It ig
plex business, 1g 1ty fixing faomethiggfqr' soneone im space, Well,
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