April 2, 1968

Dear Marge'

No news except the good rews of receivinmg vour letter from
Via Taormina, and the bombshell of Johnson's anmmouncememt which I have to
trickle firs‘ through the Italism radddio, them the papes and finally
the belated Herald from Parige I don't reslly kmnow what to ukke of it.
On the surface it is all trembly good but how wromg it makes our pest
scem somehow; and I don't belleve nationsy like people, should meke
such swift turas without first sticking out their hends. We have what
seens like a generous amd compassionate and moble gesture but there is
weaknegs there too « and so the ticket is paid fore. I ratidomalize it by
sayimg our help was never really wanted im the sense that South V,
pushed its owm shoulder to the wheel, Today I motice Thieu c=2lling for
mobilzation of the people, there must be mo hesita tion} my God after
2all these bleak years., I do feely on top of my semse of moralf loss
that there is a limit to what ome must pay for smythimg im this wor{d.
The lives amd the debacle of the dollar amnd the hatred all seemed,
in the emd to become greater verities tham the need to hold back the
red tide, as they sayy, or fulfill our obligationsy whatever they were,
smd arey and hLow come werere the omly omes to feel this obligatiom, Our
British friends here, say buck up stout fell, you are omly doimg the
thankless hateful job we british did for so lomg. But I don't kaow.
They didma't have instont communicstions im those desys amnd instant
communi " tions mekes for imstamt hatred somehow. Erd of polemice

After about a week of suny, we now enter imnto a halfl
suany, half cioudy -eme siroccoish time whem happimess ebbg a bit, 2s
it nust; but the wisteria is flanboyamt amd ome walks through layersg of
perfume on the road and there is the etermsl womderfulmess of the small
green leaves om those sasspwniinnnuukbim shrubs that have had the good
sense to drop their leaves durimg the wintertimeeeeeess We have jJust
elected a Damne presideat of the club simce our presidemt, An American,
Clarina Overgaard, aged 76, is leavimg for six monthse She is a descendzat
of Nancy Hamks uc'i hasg a mlnc'l like that steel trap and she is quick to use
the word Kulture to describe interest im a foreigm languaze or love of
the opera om the part of a bartenier, Married to a2 nice little Dame who is
the wvife but doesn't krow iteseeses] have beem mot throwisg sway stamps
since you seald there wes 8 sprig im your house who was ipterested., Shake
this letter well after openinge All the best to you amd your desughter,

LO'G,

f"



