L TFebbraio 1968

2030 Via Taormina
Monterey, Calif. 93940

Dear Marge:

It was so Ciz) to get your last great letter and to know
hat you had quickly taken root in thet peculiar dirt known as Czlifornia
I'm not going into a lot of symbolism 2bout tumbleweeds and that kind of
literary drek, I'1l simply get around the implication of a quickly
trangplantable kid by saying there are some people who itravel already
potted and don't have to be planted « and plesse there are no puns buried
in the esrlier part of my sentences (Z:i§

All goes on serenely here after a three-week visit by the flu.
We cpend most of our time it seems with the Loebs and for some re:son
have managed not to bore each other too much, Barbara, ilarold's Wlteyesr-old
English, South African, originally Scottish wifey 1s & gocd sport and so
logs the requisite amount of time with that goo& gnort known as my wife,
Ruthy while Harold and I talk Hemingway., For & noneliemingway man he can
really talk a lonz time on the subject and very little, actually, is antd.
I think he just loves that neriod and the friends he had in those days and
feels at home on the subjectes I asked him if in all the intervening ye rs
he had ever been emlnrassed by the Robert Cohn characterlization in
THE SUN ALSO NISES and he rather reluctantly srnswered tihat he hadn'te It
didn't change hig 1ife, nor the love of his friendse The only real hurt
come when he first read the book in France and had jo0 get used to the
idea that he was supposed to be Robert Cohne Harold particularly
loathes the way Cohn spoke snd gince Harold ls a litlle antisemitic
himself he loakhed the obnoxious Jewighness of the characters e vas
hurt, that was ity andy ag he soys, what hurt most wss not the public
image but the treachery implicit in the characterizations "Hem was one of
ny very best friends," he says. "Nothing could have been harder for me to
believe." About the possible enmberagsment of the Robert Cobn figure,
that is tc what extent the characterture ciung to him over the
intervening 43 yesars, he said only three men ever znirosched him about
the subject: Judge Voeker (Amatomy of a Murder) and Philin Young (%op
Hemingway critic) and - brade yourself « me, The others he met at the Pen
Club in N.Y¥Y, Me he met by mail. He thinks it strange +that only Heningwvay
men looked him upe "There don't seem to be any Loeb or Cohn mens' he
complaing, "although one phd wrote a psper onace defending Cohn¥ We go
on this way and then he will suddenly turn to me prmtiently and say,"I
must remind you, Ste Johny that I am not a Hemingway mane" Put I kid
him back and I swear I have him Talf belleving he is now. At leust he ade
mits Hem was one of the world's grestest stylistse. He attacks mostly
Hem's inability to write about abatract matters and the general nature of
his subject matter. But his chief =2nd overweaning critisim, ofcourse, is
that Hem turned on his friends.



-

As I told you before you never come into the subject except when
nentioned hy Harold when he is listing people attscked by Hem - and when
this happens I renain mute, You see Hsrold is a kind of public figure
who has written one book virtually identifying himself as the Robert
Cohn of SUN and, more rece tly, an article in the Conn. Review

entifled Wemin*way's Bitternmss. So llerocld invited dJiscussion. He
} o8 come forvarde You never have, and never will want to, Thst 1s the
differencees 50 don't think I'm some old gossipy because I am nod,

arold's oldest sony Jimmy, 53y a ww2 dive bonber pilot, visited
us here in Taornina with hig wife. J{c rounglsh fellow who ¢2lls his
ather, father, Once we wvere lali:ing cbout a Leon Vleiqchman, who
fi*urwl in Harold's lHemingway story, lem had cslled him & kike or
¢0ﬂethinh. Harold turned to Jimmy and gald, "Fleischman was your
Tather you knows"
"Don't renind me," Jlmmy gald, "mother could sure pick them =
all except you thot ise"
It seems that both *arold sand his first wife have been meried
four times., Jinmy's mother, Marjorie Content, divoeced Harcld, then
married a Michael Cermichael Car, then Fleischaen and finelly, a Jean
Toomer, who haopened to be a Nesro, "Strange thing, "larold slia,"whon
he married Marjorie he went %o bed am uldn t get up for 20 yaarse"
Iorold had two wives between Marjorie and Barbora - 30 you
see whot life is like on lMount Parnassuse
It's been terribly cold here and really remzins egsertially cold,
although the sun has been shining a bit now and then, Today 1t reinsg
bleaklye. Ruth and Barbara have gone to Catania in s chartered bus to see
the opera Rigoletto, Later, I will go over and vi$it with Harold and take
him out to dinnere He is 77 «@3 very shsrp ut a bit on the fragile side,
He has angina and occasionally has to gulp glycerine Sable ise Our dog
Danny is wells We are ftotally uﬂafiect :d by the terromoto except that
our heart bleeds at the misfortune of our hotel friends who are suffering
ruinous cancellations from “candansvia, Burope and America becouse of the
misconception re the e:rthquake, It is centered in southwest ﬂicily over
100 miles from here, Fven the refugees don't pass this way.But the popular
imprecssion is thot Siclly 1s one tumbled mass of blood and masonrye.Too bad,
Great news re Mexico. Mo never heard of Wattise
I like the idea of our two ;aorminav.
Give CGeorgie ny beste Think I'm going to like herf. I know I
owe to her your first letter, Your latest llem remarks very very
welcome to mes I think I'dl be glad to get home zctuslly « in time for
the summer riotse Bul my God the news lg depressing lately. The other day
the only thing I found in the papers to cheer me up wag that Mrs, Billie
Jean King had won a tennis naich in Ausiraliae, We tolk {o young service men
here back from Vietnam - theilr morale is good but I don't lknow why it
should be; most seemed headed back that way; but their stories of VietNam
nonsuppor% and corruption are hard to endure, I think thisg is the most
hateful wer our country hag ever been embroiled in. But don't zet me wrong
I'm not a Vietnicke All the best to you and G,
LO'Q’



