Via Fazzello 25
Taormina 98039 Italia
Nec. 27, 1967

Dear Marce?®

Thanks for your last two letters, noting plan changes and
2dding to the Hem hoard. Both Ruth and I enjoyed same very much., Perhaps
this letter will have to follow you across the country.

My best auguries for the new yeary, Marjorie, That's the way
the Italians put it., I hope you keep well and live a life of yourown
choosing. I don't know when we'll see each other next. We now expect to
return to New York by bost sometime in Mag, probably bringing our car,
and then motéring north after stopping in Conne. to see my relatives. Who
k?ogi, maybe you will come to New Engdand. Or maybe still you will come to
Sicilye.

It is friendlier here in Taormina, and the days move swiftly;
they ere 'sppier in some ways and less productive in others. I mean ve
have so much truck with the foreign colony that my Itslian suffiers a bit.
I sometimes forget I am in Itely,and the voices i hesr in the street
sound strange, Now that 1s bad. had always been criidcal of Americsns
who insubated tlmmselves with thiir own kind in a strange land and yet it
is a grest temptation. Learning is one verity, but just ordinary getting
along and communicating and laughing quickly and playing games and being
sure of things, these too are veritiesy I think what is still & legitimate
charm 2bout 1living with langusge co-evils in a strange land is that you
mean more to each other than you do at home. You are like survivors ofa
shipwreck and everybody has a ticket to the societye Therels no shutting
out 25 there 1s 2%t home., There 1s a big international club here for which
the town has supplied quarters and it is always a pleasant place to play
bridze or ping pong or talk or drink or for ruth to feel useful
decorating or taking part in language etc. etce Of cougse the Christmas
season has thrown everybody tozether. Most of the siranieri and many
Italians too gathered next door at Tnglishman Miles Woods villa for xmas
eve party of punch and then 20 ud had @ clhrisimas eve supper and later
adiourned to the club for earpls, meamrhile running up the street to see the
sterting of the big fuoco in the square, Only Italians would start a
public fire right in the middle of everything. But it is tirillings And so
1t has gone, lots of fun, a kind of couniry club existence but not as
homogenized ss thate With us in all this has been Harold Loeb, as I think
I predicted to you, He is the model for the Robert Cohn of THD SUN ALSO
RISES, He is 76 and has a Wheyear-old Tnglish wife - and anginas These
steps =and the clim:te, tlst is colder inside than out, it seems, is hard on
him but he rallies weli ani when he is warm and sested he can talk with
pleasure and relexation about the expatriate period of the 20's. le 1is
officially a Hemingway hater but I think this is just his head man talkinge
Actually he enjoys hemingway research as much as I do albbough he tries to
find reasons in Hem's background for his hatefulness %o friends. He thinks
Hem's motler's raising hem as a Marcelline twin when they were very young,
in other words as a little girl, filled him with unknowing horror and that
later it came out 28 strident over masculinity. He says Hem and Bill Smith
were the least girl chasing men he ever knew and that when anything exciting
happened to llem he tended to put it out of balance. He thinks B111vs rirst
girl, actually, in all waysy was his wife Marion merried dm at 36 yesrs of

ages, So you see I chatter. I don't talk with him about you of courses
All for now to cet this



