
Nov. 21, 1967 

Dear 1are e ( t 0 you know t ha t I di d not tumbl e unt11 recently t o the 
me aning of Lucy: Luee: l ight . No ,.,ond er old Hem l i ked 
t hat a ft er I taly; he wa s pret ty 1 lmersed in Ital ian a t 
t ha t time . I t ake it . Recently a Hem collec 'tor f r iend of 
mi ne f rom De t r oit wr ote a s king who mig ht a ''Ruth'' be t ha t 
Hem '.[QuI d have \~Ti t t en a f our - page l etter t o f rom I t a ly, 
am I wa s a ble t o pr esume t ha t to be a Rut h Allan, an 
Oa Pa rk , Ill . . l as s tna te of 1:15 . a m f riend of ,a re el 11ne, 
\ .... 110 s ubsequently marr ied a Har ol d Sampson of Oak Par k . 
samps on c <;; me up to t he lake once when Hem wa s about 
14 (a nd you a tadpol e ) .. Som6hol{ the iem f a mi l y ot t he 
letter ba ck ,ap a r e ntly , and my f r iend ha s a ch n ce to 
buy i t . As he 5a~ s , i t i s up t o the collect ors t o co l lec t 
t hese t hi ngs befor e t he owner s 1059 or burn them u p, a nd 
you can lmagi ne whom tha t made me t hink of . Of cour s e 
t he Ruth Allan, i f t ha t wa t he one , carne be f ore your 
summer t oge t her in 1919. Sampson had rit t en me t ha t 
Hem di dn ' t go out with gi rl~ much i f at 11 in Oak P r k 
bu t tha t l1A had ~hown a n i nterest i n li s s ister' s bl onde 
girl f riend . Sa:nps on , I mi ?'ht add, i s a bi t o f a klunlc 
who di sa 'proves of everyt hing a bout Hemingway and sa ys 
ser i ou sl,. t ha t a. ny lmilbgra hy 1s entir ely uncalle d f or . Well, 
n w, 'ow do you like t hi s f or a pa rent hesis? ) 

I was sO gla d to ha ve your le t ter of Nov. 12 , and s o sor r y t o 
hear a bou t Joy Sr . , your frl end , a bout Hho, you had wr i t t en me f r om 
North Carolina ( or i as i t ,€xlco?) This mi s er c ble o ls:t ne ss o f ca ncer 
whi ch acts as t he sad exi t for so many l ives ••• • •• Ruth and I \>lere 
a l so ga l vaniz ed by your ... t t ement t . t t her e was a slim 
po ss .i bil i t y of' your comi ng rer e , a nd now want to say s omet hing 
t ha t wi l l r el ieve JOu. of a t 1 . s t one of your quiver full of 
ex cus es. e w111 be h re f or s i x rno .ths no le s s, overstaying our 
sojo n of one year s \-lith the pl an n O -l bei ns f or a l' t urn a bout 
t he mi ddle of Ma y , so you see you s houl d have no t rouble cat ting 
here er e t hat . In t aoJ.:'mina evcr yt h i nr.; ca t ers to the f orei gnvT 
a nd all we l~ve to do t o extend our olice per mit 1 s to r esent 
our s el ves a t the Quevt -ra ( horrid wor d ) ten days (. arch 17 be f or e 
t he expirr t ion of our pe r mit ( ' r ch 27). Trus seems t o be t he one 
pl ace He ha ve fo ' nd in I t aly wI e r e ver y s pec ial co ns i der a t i ons 
ar e given t o t he st"ani e r1 . The club her e i n a l l i ts lux~J.ry a nd 
u sefulnes s is pr ovided by cour tesy of t he town, a nd e have j 5 t 
received an e ngr a ved i rlVitation fr om the mayor , s i nda co , t o t t end 
an Ameri ca n Thanksg "yi ng cel ebr a tion on Dec . 23. Also , e a re 
maki ng t he r ound s of bei ng invited by t~ doyens of t he town 1n 
t he f a s !'i on of t ea s a t noon a nd comp r i s a t f our, et c . I t i s 
a ll very ni ce a nd I ca n understa m "'ha t the y mea n ~ bout l ot us ea t ers 
falli ng under an hypnot ic s pel l . t . Et na wat ches over ever yt h i ng , 
t 'ro bbi ng cher r y red at ni eht 03 seen f rom our casa a nd a1\-Ia 5 there 
is t he s himmer i ng s kirt o f t he sea f or prot ecti on f rom t he r ealiti e s 
of t he world . 10 10 •• Danny 1 s oltaYe Ruth i s f ine nd ha ppy now t hat 
s h e ca n do ever ythi ng wi t hin Tal ki ne di s t ance of ou.r house. Our c a r is 
pa r ked outside in t he stree t tha t is so narrow' a co t of pa i n t makes 
t he differ ence be t ween sa f e ty a nd disaster . Lo t s of love, 


