Hove 11, 1967
Dear Marge:

Nowy Ruth says, there is absolutely no reason for you not
to come on over to Europe amd visit us in Taormina.

The news about Sidney was somehow suddeng of course
it is right this way,but I am not fooled for a minute that you
were able to face up to it in purely an intellectual or
rational mhesmmtmft way, as much as you wanted to, and I admire
so much your seeming easyness about everythinge The summing up of
these events, the triggering backwards, the powerful force of the
little things left behind, the entangements with other lives, the
sad planning, indeed the very messages of beresvement themaeives,
are colpas zas the Italians would put it) that only such a trim
one ag yourself could carry off with seeming calme

You did not turn your back. You are square with the
world. There are pitifully few of us that can say that,

My last letter was posted a few days ago with an
indecisive address on it. Now, hear this, here is my presumably
last Italian address before returning to that embattled land
known as the United States: ; :

Ds Ste John
Via Fazzello 25
 Taormina 98039 (Yes, they have just installed
Italy. the 3ip code(il numero di
codice?here in Italy,

We are still at Cascata but will sign our lease for the
aforesaid villeta tonight and probally move in early nex{ week, Goorr,
all the stuff we must hoist from here to therey, up 70 steps to the
strada from Cascata and then, across town, up aéout 30 more from
Fazzello, But it is a dream of a place; @very window and door
seems like one of those impossible House and Country mfimsmmm cover
of some lavishly sensal home 1in southern California = nearly
ripened oranges peexing in here rampant, damn well b#lligerent
purple and red bouganvillea (sp theres; wverywvhere the most
succulent growth imaginsble and, the ;rime ptze for mey in one corner
an old fashioned honeysuckly vine with an aroma that sent me back
more years than I care to remember, A fine stove (with an oven this
time) and two classes of power, thﬁ cheaper one being called
industriale. Our Italian padrona (“adame Rosa) 1s a beat but
lively 67 and is full of unexpected charm. About her duahgéey, she said:
"She has a sickness for Americans." Taormina is one of the cleanest
neatest towns in Italy, apart from its unrivaled beauty, so remember,
?exico and California are not the only places calling you, All our

OVQ,



