June 10, 1967

Dear Marge:
We are off to Venice for what will amount o & weck so 1

will get off this little letter to keep in touch, We will leave Danny

behind at his friendy the Scottish vet's kennels since tirihg secms to

travel him excessively. It will be 2 wrench for us bul he will be-in

familiar surroundings at least and Dre. Bowler can keep his eye on

Danny's conditione Lately he just hasn't had the zip of old although

the aftermath of the oreration itself seens normel, the healing good

and firm, the pelt growing back., Our friend with the Itelian husbend will

ecall the kennel from time to time to check on thingse.

I rceeived a very nice and very long letter from the manager

f Brnest's old favorite Venice haunt, The Grithl Palace hotel, snd he is
reserving a nice room for us although noly =t my request, Lrnect's old
suites I wouldn*t have minded, I am just tﬂat corny, bus the mester's
suite which he oceupied, that is the suite of the master, costs $80 a day
not including 23 per cent tax and foode. S0 you see every body has his
price and I will be satisflied to see where he stayed and how nis view
Jjibes with hic descriuvtions in ACROSS THE NIVER AND IW'0 THE TREESy which,
I zvess, I an one of the very few %o have liked., The test is that iT is
rcadable now which many of the more favorably reviewed books of the
same issuance are  not, The manager has pledged me his assictance in
checking on Hemingwey lore and italiing to Hemingway people, although I
think I will skip that countess oif whom he was susposedly writing in the
above book.(She is suprosed to have designed the Just jacket of same) We
will 2lso go to Toreelle which was a favorite duek hunting place of
the masterts, and of course to Harry's Bar run by WHarey" Clpriano, a
particularly good friend of Hrnest'se, But may 1 make ithe point that in 211
of this I am not really doing research, There are two me's (really more as
you know), the regesrch me and the simple Bemingwasy nute In Venice I an
simrly being a Hemnut, hoving fun, not workinge Ruthy who has been o
Venice beiore, too brieflyy is really looking forward Yo our trip on an
overall basis, and has claried and planned to the ninesy I hope I can stand
the sked, I.ike Robert Froet I like to see hesuly out of the corner of my
eyve without having it rointed out but this is & dream notl to be enjoyed by
the hapoy soeciely of married men.And one does need plonning ol Courses

It is now getting hot, too hoty, I'm afraide It gets sc Lot all
the Itelians clip their dogs, I mean all ol themincluding shepherdse It 1s
odd to see these little lions flitting erounde And it 1s so hot that is vhy
nobody stirs beitween 12430 and about 4430. Instead they all come back and
work until 8:30, And it is so hot you ean onlywalk your dog in the a.me And
it is so hot you keep your apartment shuttered tightly on the sun side and
loosely on the shady side and kind of follow the sun around. But I make it
sound horrid; it is not that bads However, we have been invited o _svend a
couple of hot summer months in a2 c¢astle in the abruzzi, run by a 77=year-old
gal who once published Ernest (Caresse Crosby) She now runs World Many a
pacifiist organization on Cypresse The real eonnection is ithet Caresse may
let Ruth and her friend, Marianna Paladines nave the casile as the site
of a fresco uncovering project hepefully to be nndertakea by Franconia
College (possibly in collaboration with other small col¥eges) The frescos
were laid down on wet plaster 500 years ago by master pupils of Michel

AngelOe SOe SCe P
* I hope I will write you from VenisesWe will see how that



I must mention the war, The war has, in effect, deprived
me of a solid week of Rompe, since I could have been in
an attic anywhere keeping taﬁs of developmentse I must say
I don't understand my intense interest in that struggle,
but I couldn't get enough of ite I struggled through the
florid Italian pieces, the skimpy Rome Daily Americen
pieces and listened as if my life derended on it to the
Italian radio and tv and the baresly decipherable voice
of america on the shori{ wave. Of course I am intensely
pro Isrsel in all this and I had visions of this little
country being smeared, or of a world wer starting because
we would net of course have vermitted the elimination of
Israel that Nasser demandeds Then, when the Isrseiis ran
ronghshod over the Arabs 1t was {00 thrilling because of the
David and Goliath aspects and since these game two sd-
verssries n2d bean having at each other ON THE SAME
GROUID since the Pharohs and Hittites of the old
testament, And the Arabs have the nerve to ocall the
Jews preemplerss The funny thing is thet I ean be 25 anti
semitiec as the next fellow on a2 joking or impetuous
basis but it was cnitirely different when their existence
was threstened, After all what would we do without the Jews
to despise and make fun of and Jdiseriminate against and
supply us with scientifie knowledge? Tow that the Back
bone of every jew 1n the world has been gtraightened out
they may lose some of their obnoxious %raisnts and we will
be forced to find new patsies, Which won't be easye The
Negroes and Italians and Polloecks are too mumerous %o
serve comforiably in that role. Bui man will struggle out
of this lack in some way I have no doubleessseltaly was
very neutral officially durinz all the ware. You know they
recently changed %o a position of eritisizing our Viet
Nam stance, Zut the peovple of iimmmam Rome znd +the nevwsuo ners
were unmistakably in sympathy with the Jewse The tv's too
announcer happens 1o be named Arrego Levi =nd he could hardly
keep from busting his buttons as +the Israelian horiecs
swept down like a woll upon the Assvriesnse I only hove now
the fat nztions don't try and take all that captured land
avay Irom the Jewse Ilmagine, lssser btareatened exterminstion
of the Jews and loftily barred +the bay of Agaba, and now
there 1s tal k of Israel being too tough ani of withdrawing
back beBdnd the old lines. Well, this thing may not have
touched you und you may find me overinterested in this
business, Perlaps I felt closer to the affair, but I
doubt its 1In any casey, I report with shame that I was more
enterialned by the strugzgle than jug I should have beene



