Dear Marge:s

Helleluja, I never thought you'd nall that date so quickly; nor
was I right about 1%; T hed been leaning to 1940 bscsuse of my
impression thet he wag mostly through with the writing. In Nove,1939 he
told his editor he #md juwiting s “"part sbout Medrid" (possibly
the present chapter 18, where Medrid meterial is inseried as a floshbacke
Chapter 23 was finlshed on Jamusry 18, 1940, in Hevana, By ZApril & of
1940 he was into chapler 33 end Llought brzafiy of THE URDISCOVIRED
COUNIRY as & titles By April 22 he had settled on 701 WHOM THD HLL
TOLLS8,{as I have relayed to you belore), He finished the book in July
and on Bepte 10 he alrenciled the finel 18 galley proofs from Sun
Valley, Idalo, to New Yorke 5o you see in Decem r of 1939 Hem wesg
not half way through the beook, sind #re wonths away frem finishing it
but I gather from your letters he had +the whole work pretty much in
mind by the time he sow you and was pretty confident sbout ite It was
not really like him, I think, to talk so much about zomething undone,

As you know he was always asfreid of talking semelhing to death or of
spooking its Isn't it odd how our geniuses sre go resssuringly
full of supersitition and mumbe jumbe in these highly intellectusl
matterg, Another orjentatiens HMeam had virtuslly broken up with Pauline
then, weg going vith Martha and bL=d already beught his Cubun place
with Martha's helps He did not get his diverce from Pauline, however,
until November of 1940, and he mavried HMartha two weeks lavers, It ig so
wonderfully helpful te relate Iis visgit with you te¢ all thiz since it
makes 1t s0 much sasier %o understond, The enly thing I hmven't clesyed
up yet lgz whether 1t was on thls same trip, as his driver Tobey says,
that Hemingway interded to gee Hsrry Sylveszter to bawl him out sboug
hindering dilsztribution of THE PAWIGH PARTH, which came out in 19238, But
thiz 1s of gecondary laportance anl I ﬁ@ﬁt{@ﬂ 1t only in czse some
allugiong te this spenigh fund ralsing project of Femingway's cooneg to
mind, Tobey sa2ld they drove all night after leaving your place and got to
Key West in the norning, whileh checkg out, I guess, I wonder now if
knowing the dste triggers you enymore ebout the visity I nean the close-
hezg to Christmez, vhich mist have besn big news in your house 2% that
time, What is the westher 1like down there then = come to think of 1t,
I was there 2ot roughly the some timey wasn't Ij aoolish, ss I recall,
frost ag far down se northern Mismil, but Key West, for which Hem was
headed, still very much subsiropicalessssellem's ztopping in te sse you
on a Friday has faint echoes, In TINEE DAY BLOW he thought how he had
you in regerve for Ssturdsy nighis, es I recall it enmi, as ususl, he
wagn't kidding; 4% wasn't 4 faturday night and 1t wes quite & few
nights later t at least you were noty as he implied, irrevocably
eut of his life, ard even later, in 1961, over W0 yearg later, he was
still talking about you (In tha% letter he wrote to Clive)., S0 you see,
Marge, ncone can call you exsctly forgettable. Weuld it be too much for
me to agk you to obtain a copy of that Decs 17, 1939 paper for me (and
ggzgkthen 1l me or gomething)? Anyhow 2dd another layer to my pile of
Se

Alsoy I very much &gpreclate the Dilworth porch scenes It is an
abgolute gem exactly as it ig, I treasure evnr{isne of these you may be
sure and they are gradually adding up to something, I think special,

Rnoneh for now.



