March 2, 1967

Dear Marge:

I like Marge ok and Hem used ihat %oo seo 1% is kosher on
top of everything  else, I also like Marjorie ror some reagony
although I suppose to someone used to Marge it may seem ornate, Somehow
in my mind the"™arge buginesg? was always the "Marjorie gtories" and
perhaps I inflicted the real Marge with the fictional eonnotations The
two Marge's are alike in some ways but different in many other ways and
I gsometimes forget to keep them separate, When I call you Marjorie 1t
means that the old, fictional gsl has taken over momentarily. That is
not very communicstive of me I mugt say. So from now on 1t will be
Marge. After all I know you much better <than the other wne - now, It 1s
really amazing the way your image hes come alive and evelved during
the course of our heief encounter, It's a question of true simpatica,
I thinks there have been few such in my own life I must say; 1t is
gseldom that the importance and the articulateness and the interect are
21l there in the same  persoi.

I wag very glad and most grateful to have your views
on the Dog Pagsogs book. 1t must have come as a surprise to you to know
thig kind of thing had svolved baek in 1951 and that it had igsued from
an old friend of yours, Kate. In 1951 Hemingway had just written hls
least successful book, ACROSS "HE RIVER AMD INTO THR TREDS, he had
recently been charasctertured by Lillisn Ross of the Ney Yorker, and he
snd everyene else were wondering if he was throughe He must hove been
in a brittle nood, He wasg hard at work on THE OLD MAN AND THFR SEA, which
would come out in 1952, and of course he got the Nobel in 1954, 8o in
1951 this Dos Pagsos ﬁeok made him very, very unhap pye Blll Smith
vondered vhy he became so upset since the book wes a eritical and
finaneial flop, but of course 1t is easy %o understand thete. It isn't
what people would read about his father that angered him, as you suggested,
it wag that supposedly close friends of his would gay something like
thate I ca2n umderstand his pal n, and yet it does seem excrutiatingly
ironical that he who used friendsﬁips as literary source material with
such utter disregard for personal feelings shoudld act like a stuck
plg when the tables wers reversed, I hed the same reactions when Sunny
and otherg said that the man ought to be =2l lowed some private life,
I am a great admirer of Hemingway , the writer, asz you knowy, but I do
think Hemingway the mefi@F could be quite a louse, Hem wag most unkind to
Charles Fenton, the biographer of his apprenticeship years, c¢slling him
a member of the laundry list school of biographer and saying such
appraisals should not be made in s wrier's lifetime., It was all so
eomical, almost. There is the oddity sbout Hem in his relationship with
his father, le has written that they had a falling out when he was 15(I
have never found out why.Bill thought it might be because the doe Yook
out his tonsils at that time, he thinks, without using ges) and he has
called hig dad @ coward {(in FOR WHOM THI BELL TOLLS) Dut there was alse
this protective feeling that you suggeste Perhapg it wesn't that he loved
hig father tut that the father of Hem should be inviolate to othersge I
don't think I can ever forgive Hem for his remarks about hig father's
underclotheg; that belongs in the taboo department, I think, and yet I
suppoge if Hem had taboog in one thing he would have had them 1ln
another and he would have wound up being a Wm, Dean Howells, Still, I
think any writer or human must decide which has the greater verity for

his own soul =« : }
the former,for fﬁ&opﬁﬁfftyltﬁam n . or ?iguggggg.as an artist, For living,



You dld your homework very well, =nd I hereby give vou three stars.
Seriously, I appreciate what you hsve done very such and thank you
for it., You clarified the pleture Ior me and this 1s doubly iwmportant
~and also & point for Hemingway since 1t 1s %o his credit that he
ghould be defended s0 to speak fimmmm by someone with a2 bil more
compassion than he hedesseBlll Smith had to 1d me, his wife, Marion too,
that Kete really hated Hemingway at the end because of what were
vaguely called his crueltles to Paulines Whether these were in %he
nature of maritel infldelilles, brazen perhaps (thls was the beginning
of the Gellhorn perled} or whether he wag simply cruel in other ways,

indifferencey crudeness perlaps or downright enbtional sadismy I
don*t knowe Bill %old me he used to tske Pauline out in mosquite

countyry despite the fact that she would swell up =t the mere merntion

of these ingectsy, and thet degplite her discomforture, he would insist
on her staying in # boat wi th hime OUnce Bill sew her back literslly
black with mosqulioess Whether 1t was that kind of thing or something
legs gubtle I'm notl sure, In any case I gather “ate used %o write

the Smiths furious letters about Femingwey. You may remember that

Dog Passos talked about this teos It is still hard for me to understand,
however, how Kate coulld have been thet mad, or how Dos Pasggos could have
had 5uc£ poor judgment as to write such & second rate gecond hand booKees
Core to think of 1t, I suppose all writers at some time use thelr
fricnds « The only thing ls that most of these efforts fail wheroas
Hemingway's little sallies  Thasppened to become best sellers or
literary gemse That is what heppened to Marjorie, Marge; she happened

tg hive been disseeted in one of two of the centuries purect short
BLOTLS88e

The Dos Pagsog sccount is the one place I hove found eritism of Dr.He

Another thing, Dog 1s sarcastic sboubt Hem in THE RL8T TIVES, and he
wrote the hatelful CIOSEN COUNTRY and yet he kept going beck to Hemingway
and to Hemingway's “ey West, He snd fitzgerald coul dn't stay sway from
the mane It i1g 0dd that these titans in their own rights were so drawn to0

I forget 1f you told me somewhere what your most comrmon neme @€
addregs for Ilem vase Frnest I take 1%, or seem to remenber,

Did I teldl you that when I mentioned to Leicester thst Granville
Hicks had called Hem "nasty" and M"mean™ he had prodssted that that was
wrong; thet whet Hem was was m&lmlmtg that when he hated he hated
full stecam and that he worked at 1t harder than aybody he knew, You are
righty Hem was implacable, apparently, in holding e prudge. Les said when
csomeone was drummed out of his set he stayed drumned out, ceaged to exist =
forever, Hotchner said about the same thing. This interests me more than
mothers me becsuge ag I have told you before I am sure you have to pay
for genlus in some way, Nothing is for nothinge The only thing , peniug is
hard te live with, for genius and the frierds of genius. I think the
non-geniug 1is by far the happler msn - but he doesn't cause ag much
happiness end satisfaction as geniue, ond that I suppese 1s the strange
goal that most men soeek,

I didn't quite get your Lawrence reference = re world being
sexlegs until Lawrence made it fashionsbles



i e i dealy

No, Bill did not know hew %o get hold of Carl Edgar. I suppose
I could if I realiy went sll out snd I guppose I should, but you have
to stop someplsce or all you are doing 1s gathering and never putting
down and thiz can be a trap that lets 1ife ebb before 1ife is faced,
Garl is importanty though; without him, Fem might not have gone to K.Ce
elthough Hem's uncle Tyley dld live there and have influence and, ag a
matter of fact, helped Hem get his Star jobe But I think it ig Cerl
who cinched Hem's golng there.

Fow did I find you? lLet me count the wayse WNo, basically,
1t was through Dutch Pailthorpe. Everyone sgking sbout Hemingway
in Petoskey 1i: inevitably referred to Dutch; he 1s considered the
Wes 1 expert (living) although there were those that caild 2 Chuck
Bailey was = good or better source before he died, I like Putch
very much 2nd we have become quitehfoed frierde but he is a far cup
ef tea from Hem. After being with him some time I said, in the
presence of his nice vife, Frarces,(Burch) what he had In common
with Hem if he didn't 1ike hunt? ng or fishing or literary things. He
thought a moment, looked at Fran, and then exploded his shswert womeNs
He playe@ up the women angle a greet deal in my early interviews, and
I was left with the impression of a rather swegrering, rathery
typieally lecherous l19-yearecld, but as my telksg went on and I came
and venty Dutch seemed to revise his opinion and would suddenly say
to me: "You know 1%'s & funny thing sbout Stein; T _can't remember
him ever tszlking 2bout a vomen sctually; sometimes 47 think he wesn't
very good with women; he was shy, did not push himself forwsrds I
think I mede more scoreg than he did, come to think of 1te" He
slwvays fastened on the "fat® aspeoat of the Marjorle story, He didn's
like Hem calling your father in law fet; that seemed terrible to hims
Hs theory sbout the inginmiations about you were quite frankly that
you were impregaablc physicelly to Fem and that he gol even with you
ir the storys I never belleved thets Thet is not the wmy great stories
get written, Anyhow, 1t was after thie theory, thet Dutch began to pull
in his horns about Fem's provess with wemen, TFor years (and T hope
thig frankness doegn't come off eg crude) Mutch imsgined Hem had had
an affair with Irene Golsteln at the famous Christmng party ond it le
not until very recently that he has revised hig opinion about thate On
one tzip he t0ld me %hat you had married a dentict and that the
dentist was very slck or had died, Months later, he remembered the namey
Main and about that time he also recalled that you had lived in
Ormond Beach, He doesn't like Connie Curiis but mey have gotien it from
her, or possibly the Hoffman of the clothing eco, I found your nsme
in an old Ormond Beach city directory =2t the Chanber of Commerce. So now
you know, Mutch 1s a2 kind of vasty wind bag at times bubt he ig nlce in
hiz way. He zdmits Hem would probably net have looked him up in Petoskey in
1949 if he(Dunteh) hsé not happened to run into him 2t the Arcasde resgte
around the corner from the Curtls boys'! banke Dutch and his wife are boeth
aleoholics, I'm 2fraid, but handle 1t fairly well, 1f that is possible.
Dutch wag on the wagon for a long. time, They go to Arizona nowadays for
the winter, Duteh gtill retaing his office in Petoskey but merely puts
in an appearance I think. He hag a beavtiful home in Harbor Springs with
a rushing spring and brook(with trout) in his back yard, Actually, I met
Dutch because he was a friend of Ruth's childhood friend, John McCune,
also a lawyer, John's father is the minister you knewe, My lord, let
this be all for now although I am not finished,
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