}?ﬁbo 16’ 1967

Dear Marjorie:

Thanks for your latest(lifting the embargo so to speak) but
I will try not %o overdo it, although I do have a large
wedge of queéstions saved up for you. It has becn fenrfully cold
here, aversging 60«70 degrees below freezing (not zero) but today
it 4s 40 above with the suggestion of a faint drizzle, However,
the gnow is 80 hard and glazed it is not melting away by any meanss
In ny recearch (including the literary analvsists who restrict
themselves to the writing only, coming up with inter;retstions
rather than hard new matnrial’ I find that Hem seemed inordinately
depressed by raln and that this sad circuustence produced some
of his most tragicelly poetic writing (vide, the lest scene in
Farewell, and alsc the first one %o a lesser meteorlozlical extenty
althiough it 1s absolutely my favorite Hem passage); and I cannot
help wondering out loud o you if this teadency of Hem's manie
fested 1tself in your winier togethsr, and perhaps at other
timeges(Dear teachery, pleagse excuse the aforesaid by Donaldy he
14dn't set out to ask that questionde I wanted to comment on
gour remark that Mrse Barker thought you were contradictory in
your impressions of Heminswaye Let me say first she seems a true
friend not to sgree with you on everythinge I have found that nmost
females sre reslly quite phony to one another and lie outrsgeocusly
about how th#ngs look, seem, otce, 20 much so that whens husband
tells them the truth aboul something it comes g toc stunning 8
gsurprise., I have come to take-that for granted, Dut I gather “rss
larker can be cendid and that 'is a sure test that the friendship
1s not a tenuous thing depending upon superficial natierge Having
s2id that I noyw proceed to scmething that may sound erifical of her
opindon and §hch 1s not interded, absclutely noty it is just a
different resctions I wondered when you geid what you did why I had
not made a sinilar conglusions Lord knows I have hsd the best oppore
tunity to go over the material and I lad sensed sever inconsige
tencieg, in fact I referred to themy, at least obllquely in ay :
questionnaire, If this and thisy how come that and thate But now I
realize why I didn'ts Inconsistency in one's attitude ig par for
the course, If your opinion wag pure creamy homogenized onenessy 1%
would be wvery unnaztural and more intellectusl then emotional and
tlerefore inslnsere, It hes been sgid that consistency ig the lLiobw
goblin of littie minde and I beliele thaty Only honegwerving
by not roving into new territory can one be consigtent, If one Il
consistent one ig ehaeined to sn outdeted pasts To put this snother
way: I have a bagie phildsophy in any csse that we are all several
erestures vieoing for attentl on, Certainly we are al least two. And
it is perfectly n2tural to have seemingly contradictory opinions
about 1m¥ortan$ people and events 2% di‘ferent timesge In fact I'm
reagonzbly certaln that I co uld reconcile diverging views of this
bindldfvbnegshdGIdedohyeliBpifithtanhiindhel bhpryrditeoaedlyhste
upo?1§h$ applie ple engwersg, etc. 2s il 8 man knew,
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