Monday, Febe 6; 1967

Dear Marge: A
Zappyblop, Bingo,WowySuash;Plonks

Thesey the #rede merk sounds of Bat Man on TV, are the
only way + ean express my reaction sdecustely to yousr 2

- resounding answers to nmy b;g‘batch of questionse

It was lerrific and wonderiful snd pstient and longs =
suifering and far beyond the call of etey, snd I guess you ’
know I am grateiul, I'm sorry I hadn't rmmbered the questionsy
it would have been easier; I suppose I didn't to keep 1t from
looking lRkke z2n out and out' quesiionnalre, g o

- Todday I got some nore letters, snd I think your
plece about the old days ani abouk servents and the old rp
trail is your best plece yets It 1s very very good sndi I
should think could be used as it, It certainly has the kind
of flavor that is sought for, The best part of all this is that
1% 1s not done mas by some oldtimer, someone who deplored the
present and dreamed of ampest Zmpossible to recapture; rsther the
tone 1is that of 2 modern person who can rélate the past to
the present and who ean pick out that part of the past that

"~ ds evoecalive to the sensese

About Hem being younger than his yenrs, you are only
the second one vho ever said %thaty, I being the first, I know it
i1s fashionable to think of Hem's great wigdom ani gopiistication |
but that 1s what comes through in the writer%‘nat the young meng -
himself, stout whom he vas writing, In THIES DAY HLOW, particularly
whieh you have not read, 1 think of Hem ag about 15 years eld,
the bragging age, the old 1ittl e boy age, the sirietly non
gophisticated ages He and Bill jJow es boys would jaw, not as you
would expect of a recturned - war veteran and s college graduste.
For Bill was three years older then Hem apd in 1919 Hem was
20 o>nd that almost has to be the yerr the story is shout and 1%
- takes piacey of coursey right efter THE END OF SOMTTHINCe I dontt
think Hem ever wanted %o grow up realliz I think 211 hig life .
he kept being surprised st this §amous_ arcded, gaunchy, wealtiy,
wvomanned character that was hingelf, He wes the cternal amateur,

- for all of his vaunted writing professionalism, and that of course
may in the end have been his charme As you suggest,however, he :
© found 1% ineressingly easy to keog the wondering littlc boy aways
- Soon  only the facade weg lefts The symiol reanained and that which
‘'wag symbolized had disappeared, : |
I'm going o send this out now to ecatch the pony express

\

- and becesuse you are owed @ lLecter; very much I owe you a

latter. I'11 get on with more tomorrow, ; n
3 - ' ‘ Don 8te Johr
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