Jale 27, 1967

Dear HMarjories

I am remarkably luckys I thinkl in our correspondence, I say this
in the hot afterglov of receiving Trom you today your third person
appraisal of that other persony the Marjorie Bump of 1919-1920, and indeed
the even much younger “srjorie Bumpe I 80 appreclate ihis virtuosity of
yourse, It is part of the creative process which you use withoul thinking
much of ite I mean your putting these thoughts not only in theswvmebulous
text of conversantion, not only in the rether harsh form of question and
answer via letters but algo in the form of gcenesgy vignetles and
third pereson appraisai, This is useful for change of pace as well ag
providing the exsctly right format for different kinds of +{houghts and
descriptions. As I read your welledisclplined piecture of those other
Marjorie Bumps I thought of how difficult it is 1o express some
thoughts in writing - as opposed to conversativn, for exsample, I seemed
to hzve no trouble telking to you, even about the most intimate thingse
There is something about the circumlocuvaticn of viz a viz that defies
writing, 1 mesn vou sit there, feeling ach other's mood and tolerance
- and beating about the bush and being dern sure you are not offending; one
. becomes almost Japanese in one's dndirecti on and it 1s possible to :
gover very delicste ground without a jarring notre, Thus I was surprised
vhen in one of your letters you mentioned how amused your daughlier was
that I had asked you 2 certain question e« and do you know thast question
must hove been phrased. so cipcuitousl y that I couldn't remember
phrasing it myself and yet you understood it and cheerfully snswered 1t
and even laughed about it with yvour daughtere That'!s vwiat I mean about
the limitations of writing, It is hard (o be as devious or as indirect
or as tactful as in the give-~aniestake of conversaiions. For ‘his reason I
have been a little timid at times at just how romething I have sald would
strike you, possibly be misunderstood or cause irritotione. I go to thls
peculiar length now to try and clear myself with you if I have seemed
somehow gzauche in the past or should in the future. I suppose part of
my reagon for this little sermonetie of mine is to knoek down if I czn
wvhat I gnther is a kind of relucSance 1to dquestlions, not a downright
resiztance but a kind of gradually building and understandable vhinge The
appyaisaly(horrid phrase) just received is simply marvelouss 1 can't tell
you really how dear it is To mej but there is such a thing as getiling
things straight and elaborating a view from an externsl vesntsge polnt; and
more than that, I suppose, there ig always the hope that a question, even
2 sassy one, will trigger another scenes I would like more than anything,
now that I have this muchy to weave together a kind of sequential pasiiche
of that summer and winter in 1919, This may seenm like a small pari of a
blg lifey but 1t is *he importent part to me, I will take one gcene from
1919 or'i920 in the life of t¢he developing liemingway (or the life of somes
one close to nim) than = hook of anecdotes about a grizzled member of
the celebrity jet ses{who is not really lemingway to me anyhow, as you know)
All of this ag un introduetion to the accompanying sheetg ¥biiakd «hich
I agk your continued forbearance, Pleagse forgive any unwanted abrasiveness
and at least chalk it off partly to the limitetions of correspondence.And
ignore what you want, Or ignore it all if it seems vronges - . . _ [, 2 A
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T am remarkably 1uck3, I thinkl in our correspondence, I say this
in tke hot afterglow of recelving trom you today your third person
appraisal of that other persony the Marjorie Bump of 1919-1920y and indeed
the even much younger Marjorie Bumpe I 80 appreclate this virtuosity of
yours, It 1s part of the creative process which you use withoul thinking
much of ite I mean your putting these thoughts not only in ihswaebulous
text of conversantion, not only in the rether harsh Torm of question and
answer via letters bvf also in the form of gcenesg, vignetles and
third person appraisai. This is useful for ehange of pace as well as
providing the exasctly right formet for different kinds of thoughts and
descriptions. As I resd your welledisclplined piecture of those other
Marjorie Bumps I thought of how difficult it is 10 express some
thoughte in writing = as opposed to uonmer,utibn, for example, 1 seenmed
to hzve no trouble telking to youy even dbOdt the most intimate thingse -
There is something sbout the ecircumlocuation of viz a viz that defies
writing, I mesn vou sit there, feeling «ach other's mood and tolerance
- and beating about the bush and being darn sure jou are. not offending; one
. becomes almost Japsnese in one's dndirecti on and 1t ls possible to :
gover very delicste ground without & jarring notes Thus I was surprised
vhen in one of your letters you mentioned how amused your daughlier was
that I had asked you 2 eceriain question e and do you know thst question
must hove been phf#~ad-sa circuitousl y that I couldn't remember
phrasing it myself and yet yon understood 1t and caecr'ULly angwered 1t
and even leughed about it with your daughtere Thatl's wiat I meanvabont
the limitations of writings It is- hard o be as deviots or as indireect
or as tactful es in the givesaniestake of conversation. For ‘his reason 1
have boen a little ¢imid at times at just how tumethﬂnb I have sald would
gtrike you, possibly be misunderstood or cause irrit iion. I go to thls
peculiar lenzth now to try and clear myself with you ;¢ I bhave seemed
gsomehow zauche in the past or should in the futuree. I suppose part of
my reagon for this little sermonetie of mine is to khoek down if 1 czn
what I gather is a kind of relucgance to questions, not a JJWHT¢?ht
resiztance but a kind of gradually bullding and understandable vhinge The
appraisaly(horrid phrase) just received is simply marvelous; 1 can't tell
you ¢eaily how dear it 1s to mejy tut there is such a thing a2 getting
things straight and elaboratiny view from an externsl vantspge point;y and
more than that, I suppose, there is always the hops that a questiony even
8 8assy One, will trigger another scene, I would 1like more than anjthing,
now that I have this muchy to weave together a kind of sequential pasiiche
of that summer and winte. in 1919. This may seem like a small part of a
blg lifey, but 1t is the importsng part to me, I will take one gcene from
1919 or i920 in the life of ¢he developing liemingway (or the iife of somes
one close to nim) than 2 hook ¢f anecdoteg about o grizzled menbey of
the celebrity jet sev{whe is not really Hemingway to me anyhow, as you know)
All of this as sun introduction to the accompanying sheets ¥bitabd hich
I agk your continued forberrance, Pleagse forgive any unwanted abrasiveness
and at least chalk it off partly to the limitetions of corresaondence.And
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Yr"m 'sag, s inportant parz of your friendsbis with Fem losted about
monthge 1€ you had to say which 3 thoss were in 1%.919 which would they be!
ﬂm left for Toronto very @Mly in wm of 1920,)

e

Sincey, rom vour own point of vlw your relsticnghip vith Yem tmd no
ronmunile content or sny beari future, what de yw think it meant
%o Uem? T2 you think it could he ve been only w}.si ip for him? He wasy after
all, » virile 20 vears of age. was he suah a8 paragen or did he pszrhms have
siher outlets do you think? Oy were you becauce of your youthMlmess snd
{amaturity, & kind of spleddald dibooby ,ﬁmrg & kind of uncpltleal, admirin
young person with the attmstivmm 3 of Tenindd$ty tm; none of i

te demaix s‘i

THE ¥%0 OF gOMTIHI NG and TI0BE DAY LW wero gz‘am ghed in ‘!.“32,:. Do you
really think Hem could bave fedi spiteful tiet lonmg after the ﬁ’*mt, or that
gpite would have been artigticaliy veiid for pnmeofla  ag pootl emb.z.y
digseiplined ag Hemingway « or that the glory wuld have come off 4f spite
had been the basle motive? Did llem adnit lstery in 1939’ that the gtories
woere motivated by spite? There was tnlky, I ronenmber, ol "forgiveness."

What woe the florgivengss for « for -{5."1 ng the na'ﬂ@ Marjorie andi for
other icentifisable peferences = or uns Hem iiggmv regretting nn slenment
of admitted neanncss in the stories? :

Pow 444 YHem know how to set in touch wi i;h ym 1 .-
letter from you? what was the t¥ipgeering r% %%m% ﬁi%%zﬁn%:m.
ther for the first time {commu ationwise thaﬁ ig) after yo
::?ftz.a in 19202 I forge% = dm he hear of your mrrmge
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i forget if you ever decided how you possibly had hurt Hemof 7T must have
hurt him," I hear you saying.)

pid he discuss hig fortheoming trip to Toronto with you? (I remember the
lagt you saw of him that winter he wvag walking down the strect in the
snov ahlsLTiqg and fvvr;thina e ﬂkey.)(Loollng back on it now from your
present knowledge of mnen and wvomen is there any possibility he felt, if
you'll poddon the expression, unvrequited?)

- Po ynu thing Hem stayed on in Petoskey thot vinter pﬂltly vecavge he hoped
to hook nn with the Connabl es in Toronto or was thet a {luke?

, Did gidney Main read THE BMND OF SOMFPHING ond THRER f&Y BLOW when 1¢
-came out in 1925 and diqcuss it with you?

Can you remember a sublect or @& gcene reloting to the brief moment in 1939

when Fem and you were alone ond he looked at you with the same eyes that
you remembered and dropped his little play acting?



;iave you becm abl.a(in this period of foreed recsll) been able to
membber anymore about your very first ma“mg with Hen? I mesn does

!a scene come back, the kind of day it wes, anything Hem might have said,
whether you joked about it afterwsrd? Di:i you not fish a single time '
with Hem, maybe off the dock, snd did you ever talk fishing, aside from
that fixa.,t time? Did he ever ‘f‘ish with girls that you know oi"‘-‘ With a
sister pms*ibly.

. Do you remember any of the TALL stories +thet Hem told you in those early
days? 'One story he told a Ceorge 0'Neal in Petoskey that winter was that
one of the sz-awi ::‘t& he took et the front was blurred becauge he was
hit by a tullet ;ms ‘ag he tripped the glutter, Anotler was that Lisg
father had svnt im boelctoskey for the winter to help lis maleria. He
clsc Sold Duleh a,umorp a gtory about gsomeone like himself who was
caught in a ufiilglé vlith & member of the flerce Arditl and his wii‘c - and
also sbout his friendship with a Red Cross nurse,

Did Hem every g eak slyly of his drinking or talk knowingly of wine? Did
he ever see you when there was any sugrestion of recent drinking?

Do you remember vhen Mrs. Wesley Dilworth's baby wae born? I mesn the vears



What wags the year you went bock %o Horion Bay und stayed at Mre Ohle's hous
That was the only time you went back I take i%,{In other words you and Hem
went back once each) -

Can you rcmember how you first heard about the 1IN CUR TIME s‘cory
col,hec%ionﬁ Wes 1t frara Dorothy Connable? It's @ que stion of where Jau were
in 1925, the fa 3.3..( hat wes it Dorothy szaid?)

Whet ¢id your grendmother, who liked Hemy think of the storiesg?

Did you gee your fanily often after vour mrrisge? I mean your mothers
Would ghe come and atay with you? VWere ghe and hey mother cloge?

When 413 Grandfuther Bump die?

Do you think Hem ever wrote a letter to Grandmother Bump? It would almost.
seem certain that he would a‘c some time « and are your family helrlooms
pregerved somevhere? , o
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Was Mrse Hemingway Hem's mother, the disorganized %tyrant that most
people thought her‘i’ ; :

Do you persomlly think that Hem's writing belong®s to the world great
literature? 1at Ls thewfowmmibersonnl favorite emong, is works@

How is Pudge todsy? Did you tske c»re of one of her children? Did
Pudge like Hemingway? (3: ather that m&ge was your omly hpiblima.)

Although your mother was not really hostile to Iig:ming*.‘zay is 1¥ possible
that he thcught she was eond 1f so why? I gaether she would not have
reminded Hem of his own mothers Did she have any known attitude towsrd
Hem's writing or did she, like his own family, think of him a3 a loafer?
Might she hove been 'alicnated by his drinking or what she heard about 1t?
Was she not like other nothers of Petoskey in being sl ightly concerned
over the intactness of thelr dsughters oround an older many a veteran?



Do you remember any more deteils of the incident In which you brought
lunch to Hem and Bill? What was that fake lunzh? Eeal lunch? Did you
often get lunch for Hem and Bill ? Was this a kind of Jjoby like waiting
on table, or just a personal favor for the boys?

Pid Bill say snythine to Hem or to you sbout woiting on table « before
Hem soids "I wish you wouldn't wailt on tables?? (I forget)

In connection with the Christmas brew drinking perty =% Bay Shorey do
you think Hem counted you out becauge you vere asgaingt drinking or becauge
you were simply uninitieted? ~

Can you possibly remember what time of year 1%t was that Hem vislted you :

and Dr, Main in Ormond Beach in 19399 Did he mentioned Pauline or nint at

Martha? And was anvthing said releting to hig irriitanti on at a writing

friend (harrg- Sylvester) who had helred guvpress the showing of his

,2;%?, TH? 8PANISH RARTHy in Maine? (Teying to vin point this incident 4in
me : ;

Did Hem seem gemuineiy interested in the Main children and did he pay
any speclal attention to Barbara? What did your children think of him?



- What was the yeay and month of your merriage?

Did you =ver see Iill Smith in Ste Louls when you went to Washington
University? Was that kindergarten teaching you were studying?

Checking fact: You went to Florida in the surmer of 1922 aftey finishing

your gecond year al college = gnd got narried sbout siz months later?

Fact checks Roaring Nocky N.Ce ?

w
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Is. 8idnoy, Jre a chemieal engineer? and what 1 s responsibility?

Fact check: The threc schoolg your three children went to? Didn't tvo of
them pot graduste degrees? - '

Has Dre Maln been incapacitated for long ? Were you able to keep both
housss ond the servants during the erash? '

Fact checik: Both Dre Main end Hemingway had brain trouble about same time?
| | (Ven: tock his life in July of 1961)



Did Hem geem truly religioug when you wen® %o c¢hurch gservices with him in
Petoskey or was it rather a kind of sccial function for him? Did he speak
of the bible or geem to know it? 7Did he seem t0 be peverent in church?
In those days did he betray any interest 1n the Catholic church or Cathe
olic ritual? Did going to church wilith you originate with him or was 1t
that all or most young people went to Sunday night services in those days?
Did he seem to believe in a personal God or had  war made him eynical
about the eoye=onethe gparrow aspect of the Christian church?

What was 1t, hOgCSle, do yuu think(of course one is not 2lways sure about
these things ) that drew Hemingway 1o you = as opposead 40 other attractive
young women aveilable in Petoskey? Looks, wide-eyedness, admiration,
unspoiledness?

Have any of the other siories thet lem read %o you in 1919 come back to you?
This is imporiant since 411 this meterial waes lost by Hadley in 1922 in Paris
I mean beyond the memory that he wrote you into a prize«fight story? ﬁo you
remember anything more sbout that one or whether 1% camprzed with llem's

bain prize-~fighting storyy FIFTY GRAMD) 4in his bOITeﬂ ed short stories?



What bookq can you remember that Hem suggested you read?

Was CGrandmother Bump invited to I'em's wedding®

4

{c realize aowy loag aftery that hem wanted acclaim not critical
ana ysls when he showed off lils stories? (D, Connable told me in Petoskey
it still emberasses her to remember the sugoestions she nade to Fem when he
agked her hov she liked something he'd writien., She recalled he seemed
stunned by her suggestions, but did not say anything. And yet, yesrs later,
in a latter, she delected a velled mf‘e*eme to her temev'ity.s 5k

What does your memory do .;.th She qualliy of Hem's voice mmemal"y when
he was resding you his stcrles? About whether he seemed solenn or very

~ deliberate or self depracltory or if hig voice was gslow or whether he tried
for dranatic effects or emphasis or waited for laughs or peeked %o sece
- how you were taking 10 or if he se::med happy with his own writing or was
basicly disgatisfied? :

Scenes The last snowy day in Feﬁoskay when Hem went off uhistliné 2% 4 ncﬁ
included in earlier related comments)? -

You did taeke that picture of llem in the Sam Brown belt? Othefs? Pogsibly
that uniformed one of Hem peinting lds pletel?
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Do you think Hem may have combined actusl experiences in his stories
about youy Marjorie? I mean possibly spliced in a relationship with
another girl or girls? Or simply made the rest up?

In the 1920 Petoskey high school yerrbook, I noticed the ad wass
MeCabe=Boohm Coe of 416 Mitchell Street. formerly of 316 Mitchell Sitreet.
Was thds still your notherts gtore, with ire Graham connected with it, or
®as thics a MeCabe olfgheot? VUWhen did Hre Gralism mansge the gvore? (Y"We have
changed our nenme, We have changed our place « but we still sell the very best
in sporting goods and real good hardware,") '

N

Do you remember anything more abvout Reve Alburt? s first name¥

I

An'I right in recalling that Hem ettended your gradustion?(This would have
been in June of 1920 after his Toronto experience and your rift wouldn't 1%7)
Was this before or after you wen t to the movies after seeing Ursula

off in the train? (Gad, whai does he take me for a tasperezorders)

The tine you and Hem snd Coarl and Kate vere %ogether, would that have been in
the late summer of 1919 do you suppose, or in 1920% i

Note trouble: Was it Edward Van Bvery ohout whom you toid Ernest (992%)
he liked" you very much, at which point Hem reflected the
young man might be interested in your inheritance? This would
have been beiore Grandfather bBamp died I guesss

Did you know that Hem piaysd tennis with Irene Goldstein in the summer of
1920 and did you %z ve ary feelings about this?



